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ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON  THE 

HEALTH  OF  THE  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT 
OF  THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT, 

For  the  Year  1904. 


To  the  Members  oj  the  Isle  of  l Tight  Rural  District 

Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  ray  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  of  your  District  during  the 
year  1904. 

I.  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  population  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary  Population. 
District  on  the  1st  of  April,  1901,  was  28,559,  of  whom 
14,359  were  males,  and  14,200  were  females.  The  popu¬ 
lation  of  your  District  was  29,747  at  the  time  the  census 
was  taken  in  1891.  It  was  28,008  011  the  1st  of  April, 

1881.  The  correction  for  the  deprivation  of  population 
by  the  transfer  of  large  areas  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural 
to  the  Urban  Districts  in  the  decennium  1891—1901  is 
made  in  the  latest  census  returns  by  assuming  your 
District  contained  only  27,218  inhabitants  at  the  time  of 
the  1891  census.  I11  the  middle  of  the  year  1904,  they 
were  estimated  to  number  28,963.  The  population  of 
the  whole  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  on  the  1  si  of  April  1901, 
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numbered  82,418,  of  whom  37,803  were  males,  and 
44,615  were  females;  at  the  same  date  in  1891  the 
population  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  numbered  78,672,  an 
increase  of  3,746  in  ten  years. 

The  natural  increase  of  population  by  excess  of  births 
over  deaths  in  your  District  in  1904  was  196. 

to  I11  1901,  the  acreage  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural 
Sanitary  District  was  86,844,  °f  which  90  acres  were 
inland  water,  and  these  figures  are  those  at  the  end  of 
1904.  The  whole  Island  contains  94,068  acres,  of  which 
142  acres  are  inland  water.  The  area  of  your  District 
is,  therefore,  almost  exactly  twelve-thirteenths  of  the 
area  of  the  Isle  of  Wight.  The  population  to  the  acre 
averaged  o'33,  or  one  person  to  about  three  acres. 

625  births  and  429  deaths  were  registered  as  having 
occurred  in  your  District  in  1904.  Of  the  births  3x4 
were  those  of  males,  and  31 1  were  those  of  females.  Of 
these  births  44  were  illegitimate,  of  which  23  were  boys, 
and  21  were  girls.  240  deaths  were  those  of  males,  and 
189  were  those  of  females. 

The  births  and  deaths  in  each  quarter  were  as 
follows : — 

BIRTHS.  DEATHS. 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

1st  quarter 

78 

77 

155 

67 

64 

D5I 

2nd  ,, 

90 

85 

1 75 

53 

33 

86 

3rd 

8l 

73 

154 

60 

38 

98 

4H1  „ 

65 

76 

141 

60 

54 

1 14 

314 

31 1 

625 

240 

189 

429 

Vs) 

The  birth-rate  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary  nirth-rate  and 
District  in  1904  was  2i'5  per  1,000  living.  In  1903  it  ^.uh-'.ite. 
was  i9'5  per  1,000  living;  in  1902,  21^9  per  1,000;  in 
1901,  22"  1  ;  in  1900,  22‘  1  ;  in  1899,  20 ‘7;  in  1898,  2i‘o; 
in  1897,  24  2  ;  in  1896,  24^8 ;  in  1895,  30-2.  The  death- 
rate  was  i4‘8  per  1,000  of  the  population.  But  the 
deaths  included  those  of  91  persons  who  were  not 
permanent  residents  in  the  District.  Of  these  81  died 
in  public  institutions.  Deducting  the  deaths  among 
strangers  from  all  the  deaths,  the  death-rate  is  reduced 
to  1 1 '6  per  1,000,  or  deducting  only  the  deaths  among 
strangers  which  occurred  in  public  institutions,  to  i2‘o 
per  1,000.  There  were  other  deaths  among  visitors 
which  were  not  indicated  when  registered.  But  9  persons 
belonging  to  the  District  died  in  the  Isle  of  Wight 
County  Hospital,  which  is  situated  in  the  Urban  District 
of  Ryde,  and  adding  these  the  above  rates  would  be 
raised  to  irg  and  I2‘3  respectively.  The  death-rate  was 
I5'i  per  1,000  living  in  1903.  In  1902,  it  was  i5‘o  per 
1,000;  in  1901,  I5'78;  in  1900,  i7'58;  in  1899,  i5'2;  in 
1898,  i4‘6;  in  1897,  i3‘2;  in  1896,  13*5  ;  in  1895,  i6'8. 

Deducting  the  deaths  among  strangers,  it  was  irS  in 
1903;  i2'6  in  1902;  i2'i7  in  1901;  i2'96  in  1900;  i2-5 
in  1899;  ir8  in  1898;  io-5  in  1897;  11-0  ’n  1896;  i4'5 
in  1895. 

The  mean  birth-rate  in  the  ten  years  1894 — 1903  was  Mean  birth- 
22'9  and  the  mean  death-rate  was  15*3.  Comparing  the  jn 

mean  birth-rate  and  the  mean  death-rate  of  your  District  ten  years, 
with  the  birth-rate  and  death-rate  of  the  year  under 
review,  we  find  the  birth-rate  was  1  ’4  and  the  death-rate 
o'5  below  the  mean  of  ten  years.  The  mean  death-rate 
excluding  strangers  was  i2'5.  The  corresponding  rate 
in  1904  was  therefore  o'9  below  the  average,  or,  adding 
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the  deaths  which  occurred  in  the  Hospital  at  Ryde,  o'6 
below  the  average. 

The  birth-rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1904,  was 
27'9  per  1,000  living,  which  is  o'5  per  1,000  below  the 
rate  in  1903,  and  lower  than  the  rate  in  any  other  year 
on  record ;  compared  with  the  average  in  the  ten  years 
1894 — 1903,  the  birth-rate  in  1904  shows  a  decrease  of 
1  '3  per  1,000. 

The  death-rate  in  1904  was  16' 2  per  1,000,  which  is  o-8 
per  1,000  above  the  rate  in  1903;  compared  with  the 
average  rate  in  the  ten  years  1894 — 1903,  the  death-rate 
in  1904  shows  a  decrease  of  i'o  per  1,000. 

The  mortality  among  infants  under  one  year  of  age  to 
1,000  registered  births  was  146,  which  is  9  per  1,000  below 
the  mean  for  the  ten  years  1894 — -1903.  The  death-rate 
among  persons  aged  between  one  year  and  sixty  years 
was  7-9,  and  that  among  persons  aged  sixty  years  and 
upwards  was  68'2  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  populations 
at  the  respective  groups  of  ages. 

The  death-rate  in  England  and  Wales,  less  76  great 
towns  and  142  smaller  towns,  was  15*3  per  1,000;  and  of 
infants  under  one  year  of  age,  125  per  1,000  births.  The 
birth-rate  less  the  218  towns  was  26'8. 

The  birth-rate  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary 
District  in  1904  was  6'4  below  the  birth-rate  of  England 
and  Wales  and  77  below  the  mean  birth-rate  in  the  ten 
years  1894 — 1903.  The  death-rate  was  i‘4  below  the 
death-rate  of  England  and  Wales,  and  27  below  the 
mean  annual  death-rate  in  the  ten  years  1894 — i9°3- 
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Deducting  the  deaths  among  strangers,  the  death-rate 
was  4'6  below  the  general  death-rate  of  the  year,  and 
5‘6  or  5'3  (correcting  for  the  9  deaths  in  the  Isle  of 
Wight  County  Hospital)  below  the  mean  death-rate  of 
the  ten  years  1894—1903.  The  death-rate  of  the  Isle  of 
Wight  Rural  Sanitary  District  was  o‘5  below  the  death- 
rate  in  England  and  Wales— less  the  218  towns;  or 
deducting  the  deaths  among  strangers,  3’ 7,  or  3-4,  below 
that  of  the  year  1904. 

Comparing  the  death-rate  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural 
Sanitary  District  in  each  of  the  ten  years  1895 — 1904, 
with  the  death-rate  in  England  and  Wales,  and  with  the 
country  districts  in  the  same  years,  we  find  it  was  in — 
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1902  1-3  „ 

1903  0-3  ,, 

1904  1*4  ,, 
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In  every  1,000  of  the  population  of  your  District,  8'2 
males  and  6-5  females  died  in  1904. 


The  429  deaths  registered  in  your  District  in  1904 
included  those  of  50  infants  who  died  under  one  year  of 
age.  The  rate  of  infant  mortality  under  one  year  of 
age  to  1,000  registered  births  was  80.  The  mean 
proportion  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  to  1,000 


Male  and 
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rate. 
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mortality. 
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registered  births  in  the  ten  years  1894 — 19°3  was  74  in  your 
District.  In  England  and  Wales  the  rate  of  infant 
mortality  was  146,  which  is  9  per  1,000  below  the  mean 
proportion  of  the  ten  years  1894 — 1903.  In  your  District 
it  was  6*o  above  the  mean  of  the  District  for  ten  years. 
It  was  66  below  the  infant  mortality  in  England  and 
Wales,  and  75  below  the  mean  of  ten  years.  Excluding 
218  larger  towns,  the  mean  rate  of  mortality  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age  to  1,000  registered  births  was  125. 
In  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary  District  the  rate  of 
infant  mortality  in  1904  was  45  below  the  mean  rate  for 
the  country  generally  outside  218  larger  towns. 

65  children,  1 5  per  cent,  of  all  the  deaths,  died  under 
five  years  of  age,  and  15  children,  or  37  per  cent,  of  the 
deaths,  died  between  one  and  five  years.  The  deaths 
between  one  and  sixty-five  numbered  201,  or  46  per  cent, 
of  the  deaths. 

178  persons  died  at  sixty-five  and  upwards,  which  is 
equal  to  417  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  at  all  ages.  Of 
these,  33  died  between  sixty-five  and  seventy,  79  between 
seventy  and  eighty,  58  between  eighty  and  ninety,  8 
between  ninety  and  one  hundred.  The  greatest  age  at 
death  was  ninety-seven,  at  which  two  widows  died :  one 
in  the  Workhouse,  whose  husband  was  a  labourer  at 
Godshill,  and  one  at  Brading,  the  widow  of  an  eating- 
house  keeper.  The  widow  of  au  estate  woodman  died  at 
Chale  at  ninety-six.  A  painter,  of  Ryde,  died  in  the 
Workhouse  at  ninety-three,  and  a  labourer,  of  Cowes,  at 
ninety-one.  A  dairyman  at  Ningwood  also  died  at  ninety- 
one.  A  dairyman  died  at  Hay  lands  at  ninety,  and  a 
widow  also  died  at  ninety,  in  the  Almshouse  at  \\  hip- 
pi  ngham. 
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Of  the  91  deaths  among  non-residents  included  in  the 
death  returns,  81  died  in  public  institutions.  Of  these, 
65  deaths  which  occurred  among  the  inmates  of  the  Isle 
of  Wight  Workhouse,  47  normally  formed  part  of  the 
Urban  population  of  the  Island.  Of  the  21  deaths 
which  took  place  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  Asylum,  15  were 
those  of  residents  in  Island  towns,  and  2  were  strangers 
to  the  Isle  of  Wight;  and  the  17  deaths  in  the  Hospital 
for  Consumption,  all  from  phthisis,  occurred  among 
strangers  to  the  Isle  of  Wight.  Of  the  10  deaths  regis¬ 
tered  as  having  taken  place  outside  public  institutions, 
5  were  those  of  strangers  to  the  Island,  and  5  were  those 
of  non-residents  in  the  District.  Of  the  former,  a 
Portsmouth  lady  died  of  phthisis  at  Carisbrooke ;  an 
invalid  officer  died  at  Osborne  House ;  and  3  persons 
were  found  drowned,  1  in  Bembridge  Harbour,  1  at 
Yarmouth,  and  1  in  the  sea,  off  Totland  Bay.  Of  the 
latter,  a  child  of  Newport  died  of  diphtheria  at  Arretou  ; 
2  committed  suicide  by  drowning,  1  at  Wootton  and  1  in 
Westminster  mill  pond ;  and  2  were  found  drowned, 

1  in  St.  Helen’s  Harbour  and  1  at  Northwood. 

Of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  District 
treated  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  Hospital  at  Ryde,  9  died  : 

2  of  these  belonged  to  the  Newport,  2  to  the  Ryde,  1  to 
the  Brading,  and  4  to  the  Calbourne  Registration  Sub¬ 
districts. 

In  1904,  j  1  persons  died  by  accident  and  5  by  suicide 
in  your  District.  Of  those  who  died  by  accident,  an 
infant  was  suffocated  and  a  child  was  crushed  by  a  fall  of 
stone,  r  was  run  over  by  a  waggon,  1  was  burnt  to  death, 
and  7  were  found  drowned  on  the  shore  or  in  the  sea  off 
the  coast.  Of  those  who  committed  suicide,  2  cut  their 
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throats,  i  in  the  Workhouse  and  i  in  the  Yaverland 
Fort;  3  drowned  themselves,  i  in  a  well  at  Bembridge, 
i  in  a  mill  pond,  and  i  in  Wootton  Creek 


In  1904,  37  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  violence, 
and  075  per  1,000  of  the  population.  In  1903  the  deaths 
from  violence  were  3’6  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  and  o-55 
per  1,000  of  the  population;  in  1902,  2'3  per  cent,  and 
o'34  per  1,000  of  the  population;  in  1901  they  were  37 
per  cent,  and  079  per  1,000;  in  1900,  i’9  per  cent,  and 
071  per  1,000;  in  1899,  i'8  per  cent,  and  C27  per  1,000; 
in  1898,  2‘  1  per  cent,  and  071  per  1,000;  in  1897,  i‘8  per 
cent,  and  o'24  per  1,000;  in  1896,  47  per  cent,  and  o'66 
per  1,000;  in  1895,  2’6  per  cent,  and  077  per  1,000;  in 
1894,  27  per  cent,  and  076  per  1,000. 


In  your  District  the  mean  percentage  of  deaths  from 
violence  in  the  ten  years  1894 — i9°3  was  27,  and  the 
mean  proportion  to  1,000  of  the  population  was  072.  In 
England  and  Wales  the  deaths  of  077  per  1,000  of  the 
population  were  referred  to  different  forms  of  violence  in 
1904,  against  o'63,  079,  and  078  respectively  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  three  years. 
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The  deaths  from  epidemic  diseases  included: — 
1  attributed  to  measles. 

1  ,,  scarlet  fever. 
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whooping  cough, 
diphtheria, 
epidemic  influenza, 
diarrhoea, 
epidemic  enteritis. 


O  O 


I  I 

The  22  deaths  attributed  to  the  different  forms  of 
epidemic  diseases  were  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  075  per 
1,000  of  the  population,  and  to  5’i  per  cent,  of  all  the 
deaths.  But  omitting  epidemic  influenza,  diarrhoea,  and 
epidemic  enteritis,  about  the  epidemic  character  of  which 
there  was  room  for  doubt,  the  deaths  from  epidemic 
diseases  are  reduced  to  074  per  1,000  of  the  population 
and  3'o  per  cent,  of  the  deaths.  The  epidemic  death-rate 
of  the  ten  previous  years  was  i'04,  070,  074,  o'82,  o'86, 
070,  077,  o'S7,  072,  1 ’6  respectively. 

The  mean  epidemic  death-rate  in  the  Isle  of  Wight 
Rural  Sanitary  District  in  the  ten  years  1894 — r9°3  was 
o'89  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  epidemic  death- 
rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1904  was  174  per  1,000 
living,  against  176,  179,  2^05,  x‘64,  2'i9,  179,  and  2'i5 
respectively  in  the  seven  preceding  years.  But  excluding 
218  larger  towns,  it  was  i‘28  per  1,000  in  1904.  The 
average  annual  epidemic  death-rate  in  England  and 
Wales  during  the  decennium  1894 — 1903,  was  179  per 
1,000  living,  against  375,  4T5,  and  378  per  1,000  re¬ 
spectively  in  the  three  decennia  1851  — 1881.  The  epi¬ 
demic  death-rate  in  your  District  in  1904  was  i'24  below 
the  average  of  the  country  in  decennium  1894 — 1903, 
and  the  average  epidemic  death-rate  of  your  District  is 
no  below  that  of  England  and  Wales.  Comparing  only 
the  epidemic  diseases  given  by  the  Registrar  General  the 
epidemic  death-rate  was  073  below  that  of  England  and 
Wales,  excluding  218  larger  towns. 

25  persons  among  the  permanent  residents  of  your 
District  died  of  consumption  in  1904,  and  24  in  addition 
died  in  public  institutions  within  it,  who  were  either  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  urban  areas  or  strangers  to 
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the  Island.  A  temporary  visitor  died  at  Carisbrooke 
from  phthisis ;  but  the  fact  that  she  was  a  visitor  from 
Portsmouth  was  not  noted  in  the  death  return.  17,  all 
strangers  to  the  Island,  died  in  the  Royal  National  Hos¬ 
pital  for  Consumption,  7  died  in  the  Workhouse,  and  one 
in  the  Asylum,  all  strangers  to  the  District.  The  death- 
rate  from  phthisis  was  \"J2  per  1,000  living;  or,  deduct¬ 
ing  the  deaths  among  strangers,  o'86  per  1,000  of  the 
normal  population  of  your  District.  If  we  exclude  the 
deaths  among  strangers  to  the  Island  only,  it  was  no 
per  1,000  of  the  population  of  the  District.  The  per¬ 
centage  of  deaths  from  phthisis  to  all  the  deaths  was 
n'16,  or  deducting  the  deaths  among  strangers,  5‘8. 

59  persons  died  of  one  or  other  forms  of  lung  disease, 
1 1  of  whom  died  under  five  years,  and  8  of  whom  did 
not  belong  to  the  District.  These  deaths  are  equivalent 
to  2'o  per  cent,  per  1,000  of  the  population,  and  to  1 1  '4 
per  cent,  of  the  deaths. 

Heart  disease  caused  the  deaths  of  47  persons,  7  of 
whom  did  not  belong  to  your  District;  a  case  of  heart 
disease  from  your  District  died  in  the  hospital  at  Ryde. 
The  deaths  from  heart  disease  were  equal  to  a  rate  of  i'6 
per  1,000.  The  percentage  of  deaths  from  heart  disease 
to  all  the  deaths  was  1 1  *  1 . 

31  persons  died  of  cancer,  two  of  whom  did  not  belong 
to  the  District,  and  two  of  your  District  died  in  the  hos¬ 
pital  at  Ryde  from  cancer.  This  is  equivalent  to  a  rate 
of  ro  per  1,000  living  and  7'2  per  cent,  of  the  deaths. 


Scrofula. 


The  deaths  were  registered  of  5  cases  of  other  forms  of 


tuberculous  disease  than  pulmonary  phthisis,  equivalent 
to  r  i  per  cent,  of  the  deaths. 

59  cases  of  epidemic  diseases  were  notified  during  the 
year.  They  were  equal  to  2-o  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
They  included  39  cases  of  diphtheria,  5  of  erysipelas, 
13  of  scarlet  fever,  and  4  of  enteric  fever.  But  22  other 
cases  of  epidemic  diseases  came  to  my  knowledge — 
20  cases  of  diphtheria  and  2  of  scarlet  fever — which 
raised  the  epidemic  rate  to  2'8  per  1,000. 

In  my  Annual  Report  for  1902,  pp.  14 — 15,  I  gave 
certain  statistics  of  your  District,  contained  in  the  cor¬ 
rected  census  returns  of  1901,  which  have  proved  useful 
for  reference. 

The  table  of  the  population  of  parishes,  their  gross 
rental  and  rateable  values,  and  the  approximate  yield  of 
a  penny  rate  in  each  of  them,  I  have  repeated,  as  it  has 
also  proved  useful  for  reference. 
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diseases. 


Other 

statistics. 


Population  of 
Parishes  and 
their  value 
for  rating 
purposes. 
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Ashey 

1587 

1621 

9937 

2872 

5518 

26 

5 

0 

20 

15 

0 

Bembridge 

1024 

1127 

9904 

1022 

7067 

31 

ii 

6.1 

29 

3 

10 

Binsteacl 

961 

851 

5  i  64 

802 

3551 

15 

15 

0 

14 

10 

0 

Bonchurck 

638 

539 

6035 

228 

4601 

20 

2 

44 

19 

17 

6 

Brading 

1704 

1732 

17317 

4932 

9675 

49 

0 

0 

1  61 
‘(  22 

0 

10 

0 
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Briglistone 

r.28 
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1142 

1688 

9 

8 

3J 

8 

4 

5 

Brook 

250 

221 

1587 
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772 

4 

10 

0 

3 

17 

3 

Calboarne 

830 

747 

5628 

2158 

2685 

15 

13 

8i 

10 

4 

9 

Carisbrooke 

3543 

3993 

22312 

5780 

13180 

65 

0 

0 

54 

0 

0 

Ckale 

607 

543 

4305 

1720 

1999 

11 

17 

6 

9 

9 

6 

Freshwater 

2652 

3306 

18659 

2188 

13030 

58 

10 

(1 

50 

0 

0 

Gatcombe 

435 

407 

3651 

1684 

1461 

9 

11 

1 1 

7 

16 

10 

(iodsbill 

1037 

906 

10817 

6738 

2938 

22 

0 

0 

19 

5 

0 

Kin  gston 

68 

68 

1 103 

636 

294 

2 

11 

0 

1 

17 

9 

Mottistone 

128 

122 

1119 

408 

539 

2 

18 

6 

2 

13 

5 

Newchurch 

740 

711 

6740 

2688 

3210 

18 

0 

0 

10 

10 

0 

Niton 

931 

884 

6483 

1710 

8754 

19 

4 

0 

17 

8 

5 

North  Arreton 

840 

884 

6587 

2286 

3204 

18 
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0 

13 
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0 

Northwood 

1783 

2016 

12360 

2818 

7251 

32 
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0 

25 
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0 

St.  Lawrence 
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361 

2924 

266 

2107 

8 

1 1 

5 

8 

3 
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Shalfleet 
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20 
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17 
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1649 

12 

3 

5 

9 

10 

0 

South  Arreton 
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1 1 833 

5810 

4226 

29 

0 

0 

19 

0 

0 

Thorley 

177 

129 

1712 

800 

683 

4 

10 

4 

9 

11 

6 

Totland 

790 

1328 

10476 

510 

7985 

32 

3 

2 

30 

16 

9 

Whippingham 

801 

855 

9978 

3008 

5277 

28 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

Whitwell 

653 

633 

5689 

1 754 

3070 

16 

0 

1) 

14 

12 

4 

Wroxall 

78(1 

775 

7579 

1 688 

4584 

20 

0 

0 

13 

0 
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Yarmouth 

903 

948 

4944 

94 

3832 

16 

3 

i) 

15 

16 

3 

Yavcrland 

94 

131 

1114 

600 

645 

15 

0 

3 

0 

0 

*  Brading  Special  Drainage  District. 
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Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1904  and  previous  Years. 
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At  all  Ages. 
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135 
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Rafis  in  Columns  4.  S,  and  LI  calculated  per  1.000  of  estimated  population 


Total  population  at  all  ages  ...  ...  28,59!)  i 

Number  of  inhabited  Rouses  ...  ...  5,5)52  -  At  Census  of  1901. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  4210  ) 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  ...  8(1,754  acres. 

Institutions  within  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from 
outside  the  District  : — Isle  of  Wight  Union  Workhouse,  Dark  hurst  :  Isle  of  Wight 
Lunatic  Asylum,  Wliitceroft :  Royal  National  Hospital  for  Consumption,  St. 
Lawrence;  Sundown  and  Slmnklin  Isolation  Hospital,  near  Apse  Heath. 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  the 
District; — Royal  Isle  of  Wight  Infirmary  and  County  Hospital,  Hyde; 
Undercliff  Isolation  Hospital.  Ventnor. 

The  Union  Workhouse  is  within  the  District. 


Table  II. 

Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1904  and  previous  years. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year  1904. 


Isolation  Hospital — None  for  District.  Undercliff  Hospital  District  contains  five  Rural  Parishes. 
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Diseases  and  accidents 
of  parturition 


2.  THE  SANITARY  HISTORY  OK  THE 

YEAR. 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1904  notifiable  diseases 
were  fairly  quiescent.  The  Schools  at  Wootton  were  not 
re-opened  until  towards  the  end  of  January,  on  account  of 
Diphtheria ,  but  there  were  no  new  cases  after  the  year 
commenced.  Two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  convales¬ 
cing  at  Bembridge,  one  at  Haylands,  and  another  at 
Arreton.  Whooping  Cough  prevailed  in  the  Calbourne 
District,  at  Gurnard,  Whippiugham,  Wootton  Common, 
and  in  the  Newport  and  Chillerton  Districts;  and  Mumps 
was  more  or  less  present  in  the  same  localities. 


Kpidemic 

diseases. 


A  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  at  Clatterford,  Caris- 
brooke,  in  February ;  another  at  Fairlee  Road,  in 
Whippiugham  Parish;  and  another  at  Fernhill,  Wootton. 
In  March  there  was  a  case  of  the  disease  at  King’s  Qua)’, 
on  the  Osborne  Estate.  In  April  and  May  all  the 
members  of  a  large  family,  some  of  whom  attended  the 
Barton  (Newport)  Schools,  had  Diphtheria  at  Stapler’s 
Heath.  In  June  there  was  a  case  in  Convent  Lane, 
Marvell,  near  Newport,  and  in  August  and  September 
there  were  other  cases  in  the  same  cottage.  In  June 
there  was  a  case  on  St.  George’s  Down;  and  in  the  same 
month  an  outbreak  in  the  Infirmary  Block  and  West 
Cottages,  Parkhurst  Prison,  occurred  among  children 
attending  the  Hunnyhill  School,  one  of  the  border 
Schools  of  your  District;  and  there  were  cases  at 
Horsebridge  Hill  at  the  same  time  in  Prison  Warders’ 
families.  In  July  a  young  man  residing  in  Watergate 
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Road,  Newport,  had  the  disease,  and  in  August  a 
Newport  child  died  of  it  at  Downend,  Arreton.  In 
August  a  child  of  two  years  was  notified  as  having 
Diphtheria  at  Coleman’s  Common,  near  Parkhurst  Forest, 
on  the  Newtown  Road;  and  a  girl  died  of  it  at  the 
keeper’s  lodge  in  the  middle  of  the  Forest.  In  November 
there  was  a  recrudeseuce  of  the  disease  at  Horsebridge 
Hill,  but  it  soon  subsided.  There  was  a  fatal  case  at 
Totland  Bay  in  September.  In  May  an  imported  case 
occurred  at  Niton,  and  in  October  there  was  a  case  at 
Eade’s  Farm,  Niton,  a  place  at  which  the  incidence  of 
Diphtheria  has  been  severe  in  the  past.  In  November 
Diphtheria  was  epidemic  at  Binstead.  There  were  many 
cases,  but  the  type  was  mild.  In  August  there  was  a 
case  at  Brading,  and  in  September  a  family,  one  of  whom 
died,  had  the  disease  at  Bembridge. 

In  February  there  were  two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  at 
Bembridge,  and  another  case  in  March  ;  in  April  there 
was  a  case  at  Brading ;  and  in  August  a  case  occurred  at 
Bembridge  in  the  same  road  in  which  there  were  cases 
in  February.  In  March  there  were  cases  among  the 
children  attending  the  Hulverstone  Schools  at  Brook. 
In  July  there  was  a  case  at  Thorley ;  in  October  a  case 
was  imported  at  the  Naval  College  at  Osborne;  and  in 
December  the  Station-master  at  Horringford,  Arreton, 
was  attacked. 

In  May  a  case  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred  at  Whitwell ; 
in  August  a  prisoner  had  the  disease  in  Parkhurst  Prison  ; 
in  the  same  month  a  case  was  sent  from  Newport  to  the 
Workhouse  Infirmary;  and  an  imported  case  was  dis¬ 
covered  at  the  Royal  National  Hospital  for  Consumption 
in  December. 


"> 

-  J 

A  case  of  Erysipelas  died  in  March  among  the  convicts 
at  Parkhnrst;  there  were  two  cases  in  Havlands  during 
the  year,  one  at  Binstead,  and  one  at  Brading. 

Among  the  non-notifiable  diseases  Measles  was  the 
most  troublesome,  necessitating  the  closing  of  the  Schools 
at  Arreton,  Whitwell,  Godshill,  where  there  was  an 
outbreak  in  the  Spring  and  another  in  Autumn,  and 
Bembridge.  Whooping  Cough  was  widely  prevalent  in 
the  early  part  of  the  year  over  the  North,  through  the 
Centre,  and  the  South  of  your  District,  and  Mumps 
prevailed  in  the  same  area  in  the  Autumn.  Chicken  Pox 
scarcely  assumed  an  epidemic  form;  but  there  were  cases 
from  Chale  to  Brading,  and  from  Freshwater  along  the 
North  coast  to  Gurnard,  and  inland  to  Carisbrooke  and 
Blackwater. 

Mainly  on  account  of  the  mild  character  of  epidemic 
diseases  other  than  Enteric  Fever,  the  number  of 
notifications  become  less  year  by  year.  Among  the  poor, 
unless  the  illness  is  severe,  the  services  of  a  medical  man 
are  not  usually  sought,  and  this  fact  is  particularly 
marked  in  connection  with  the  Poor  Law  returns  of 
sickness.  Of  the  notifiable  diseases  only  three  cases — 
one  of  Scat  let  Fever  and  two  of  Diphtheria — appear  in 
the  returns,  and  of  the  non-notifiable  diseases,  there  were 
thirteen  of  Whooping  Cough,  two  of  Mumps,  and  six  of 
Measles.  It  would  seem  to  be  impossible  therefore,  to 
check  the  spread  of  epidemic  diseases  in  your  District 
effectually  by  the  aid  of  the  Notification  Act  alone.  It 
is  to  the  School  managers  one  has  to  look,  and  the}-  seek 
assistance  far  more  than  former! v. 


Notifications 
of  cases  of 
epidemic 
disease. 


'I  wish  again  to  call  your  attention  to  my  indebtedness 


24 


Isolation. 


to  many  of  the  head-teachers  of  public  elementary  schools 
for  the  information  the}'  are  good  enough  to  send  me  of 
the  presence  of  epidemic  diseases  in  their  districts.  The 
return  of  the  forms  with  which  they  are  furnished  fell 
from  226  in  1903  to  almost  nil  in  1904.  I  attribute  this 
to  the  abrogation  of  clause  ioi#  of  the  Code  by  the  Board 
of  Education.  The  Education  Committee  of  the  Isle  of 
Wight  County  Council  are,  however,  whole  hearted  in 
their  work,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  they  may  direct  the 
head-teachers  to  send  me  notifications  on  similar  forms. 

I  am  not  inclined  to  labour  the  subject  of  isolation  ; 
more  especially  having  regard  to  the  fact  of  the  less 
severe  form  of  the  ordinary  epidemic  diseases  to  which  I 
have  already  referred.  I  will  content  myself  by  repeating 
what  I  said  in  my  last  Annual  Report  upon  a  subject 
which  has  appealed  to  my  sympathies  for  many  years. 
“  It  is  among  the  poor  and  in  cottage  homes  that  the 
incidence  of  epidemic  disease  is  particularly  severe,  for 
in  larger  houses  better  means  of  isolation  exist,  and  the 
assistance  of  trained  nurses  can  be  obtained.  I  have 
continued  to  plead  for  some  recognition,  for  some  little 
sympathy  on  behalf  of  the  women  among  the  peasantry 
whose  devotion  to  duty  has  done  so  much  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  epidemic  diseases  in  your  District,  and  even  in 
the  family,  with  the  most  limited  means  of  isolation. 
Assistance  she  has  none  as  a  rule,  for  her  neighbours 
naturally  shun  the  infected  house,  and  the  parish  nurse 
may  not  concern  herself  about  infectious  cases.  That 
they  should  be  permitted  to  endure  the  personal  sacrifice 
involved  for  the  protection  of  the  public  health — and 
their  own  families  are  as  much  the  “public”  as  other 
people’s  families — is  not  creditable.  Their  services  have 
a  distinct  money  value  which  should  be  paid  by  the 


community  in  providing  proper  means  of  isolation. 

During  the  year  under  review,  as  in  previous  years,  the 
best  has  been  done  to  secure  efficient  isolation  of 
infectious  cases,  but  it  is  only  necessary  to  enter  some 
houses,  swarming  with  children,  perhaps,  to  be  assured 
of  the  impossibility  of  doing  so.” 

You  do  not  possess  an  isolation  hospital.  In  my  last  Isolation 
Annual  Report  (pp.  25 — 27)  I  gave  a  short  account  of  the  ’’u‘l ' 
history  of  the  question  and  your  latest  efforts  to  obtain  a 
hospital.  In  my  Annual  Report  for  1896  (pp.  19 — 26) 
the  subject  was  treated  fully  up  to  that  date,  when 
the  Undercliff  Isolation  Hospital  District  was  formed. 
Writing  under  a  sense  of  injustice,  I  said,  “  There  is  one 
lesson  to  be  learned  from  your  recent  experiences,  that  it 
is  better  to  be  .self-reliant  and  to  fulfil  your  obligations 
in  the  best  manner  possible,  notwithstanding  the  money 
cost  of  doing  so,  than  to  yield  to  the  rate-saving  fetish  of 
the  parochial  mind,  while  the  Ahabs  are  finding  excuses 
for  appropriating  your  rateable  value.  If  in  good  time 
you  had  applied  for  a  Provisional  Order,  and  taken  one 
of  the  sites  you  desired  under  it,  and  had  set  to  work  to 
build  your  hospital,  it  would  have  been  a  little  bit  too 

pronounced  to  have  seized  your  rateable  value . 

without  the  excuse  that  you  had  made  no  isolation  pro¬ 
vision  for  the  parishes  coveted.”  After  eight  years,  in 
July,  1904,  I  had  notice  that  the  hospital  of  the  Under¬ 
cliff  Isolation  Hospital  District  was  ready  to  receive 

patients,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  regulations.  By 
these  I  found  that  “the  medical  officer  of  any  of  the 

constituent  authorities,”  that  is  to  say,  of  the  Parish 

Councils  of  Bonclnirch,  St.  Lawrence,  Wroxall,  Whitwell, 
and  Niton  in  your  District — the  rateable  value  of  which 
for  isolation  purposes  (a  penny  rate  for  sanitary  purposes 
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produces  about  £j 3  us.  3d.,  representing  a  loan  for  30 
years  of  ^1470)  was  alienated  from  you  nine  years  ago 
because  you  had  failed  to  provide  facilities  for  isolation 
in  them — and  the  respective  Councils  were  authorised  by 
the  Committee  to  issue  an  order,  on  the  receipt  of  which, 
with  a  medical  certificate,  their  clerk,  provided  there 
is  sufficient  accommodation,  shall  issue  an  order  for 
admission  to  the  hospital.  It  seems  to  me  you  have  no 
locus  standi  whatever,  for  your  medical  officer  of  health 
is  not  an  officer  of  the  Parish  Councils,  and  the 
representatives  of  the  Parishes  on  your  Council  might 
not  be  members  of  the  Parish  Councils,  which  they  often 
are  not.  In  case  of  an  epidemic  the  hospital  would 
necessarily  be  filled  from  Ventnor,  and  the  ratepayers  of 
your  District  would  reap  no  advantage  from  their 
expenditure.  It  has  always  been  an  enigma  to  me  that 
the  Central  Authority,  who  were  fully  conversant  with 
the  isolation  question  in  your  District  and  its  difficulties, 
should  have  sanctioned  the  formation  of  this  isolation 
hospital  district.  I  can  only  suppose  it  was  due  to  the 
fatal  disinclination  to  assume  responsibility.  It  has 
probably  retarded  the  provision  of  an  isolation  hospital 
for  the  whole  of  your  District  more  than  any  other 
circumstance.  Your  negotiations  with  the  towns  in  this 
matter  is  not  a  pleasant  subject  of  contemplation,  and 
should  you  ever  again  resolve  to  provide  facilities  for  the 
isolation  of  those  suffering  from  infectious  diseases, 
I  would  strongly  recommend  you  to  follow  the  advice 
quoted  above  from  my  Annual  Report  for  1896. 


Small-pox 

and 

vaccination. 


I  have  little  to  add  to  the  remarks  contained  in  my 
Annual  Reports  for  1902  (pp.  28 — 29)  and  1903  (p.  27) 
on  the  question  of  the  isolation  of  small-pox,  which  I 


consider  was  solved  for  the  Isle  of  Wight  by  the  County 
Council  in  1902,  or  on  that  of  vaccination  and  re-vaccina¬ 
tion.  The  common-sense  of  an  enlightened  community 
will  demand  that  the  more  valuable  periods  of  life  shall 
be  protected  against  one  of  its  most  terrible  scourges  by 
re-vaccination  ;  and  although  the  reservations  which  now 
exist  will  doubtless  be  continued  it  should  be  remembered 
they  do  not  include  a  simple  option. 

I  beg  to  refer  you  to  my  remarks  on  pp.  27 — 28  of  my  Isolation  of 
Annual  Report  for  1903  on  the  isolation  of  cases  of  1  lulli  1>' 
consumption. 

Your  rule  is,  that  in  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  the  Disinfection, 
inspectors  disinfect  with  sulphurous  acid  gas,  and  see 
that  the  rooms  occupied  by  the  patient  are  thoroughly 
cleansed  as  may  be  necessary  six  weeks  after  the 
commencement  of  the  case,  and  in  other  notifiable 
diseases  at  the  end  of  the  case.  Disinfectants  are 
supplied  gratuitously  and  are  sent  to  the  house.  The 
Sanitary  Authority  are  not  only  responsible,  but  it 
is  their  duty  to  facilitate  through  their  officers  in  ever}' 
way  possible  the  efforts  made  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
epidemic  disease.  The  disinfection  of  the  Public  Elemen¬ 
tary  Schools  before  being  cleansed  after  closure  on 
account  of  epidemic  disease  is  part  of  the  routine  work 
of  the  inspectors. 

I  beg  to  refer  you  to  pp.  33 — 34  of  my  Annual  Report  Disinfection 
for  1902,  and  to  pp.  28 — 29  of  that  for  1903,  for  remarks  j^ises' ^ 
on  the  subject  of  disinfection  in  cases  of  Phthisis  and 
other  catching  diseases  which  are  not  notifiable  in  your 
District. 
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The  part  played  by  the  school  in  connection  with 
epidemic  diseases  is  even  yet  not  fully  recognised.  I 
attribute  the  diminution  of  these  diseases  in  your  District 
during  the  year  under  review  very  largely  to  the  efficient 
control  exercised  by  the  Education  Committee  of  the 
County  Council,  the  officials  of  which  I  have  to  thank  for 
much  courtesy  and  kindness  and  assistance  in  my  work. 
During  the  year  several  schools  were  closed,  some  more 
than  once,  because  of  the  appearance  of  infectious  disease 
among  the  scholars,  and  it  has  been  a  new  experience  to 
me  to  have  my  advice  followed  without  cavil  in  every 
instance.  The  attendance  officers  are  able  to  give  most 
useful  assistance  in  cases  unattended  by  a  medical  man, 
which  would  be  overlooked  without  from  house  to  house 
visits  frequently  repeated  by  your  inspectors  or  medical 
officer  of  health. 

In  my  Annual  report  for  1903  (pp.  29 — 32)  I  called 
your  attention  to  the  change  in  the  administration  of 
public  education  which  I  said  would  probably  assist 
sanitary  authorities  in  their  duties.  The  experience  of 
the  year  1904  lias  fully  realised  this  expectation  in  your 
District,  and  I  feel  certain  your  periodic  presence  through 
your  officers  at  the  schools  to  give  assistance  or  advice 
when  needed  will  be  welcomed  by  the  Education 
Committee. 

What  has  come  to  be  known  as  school  hygiene,  a  wide 
subject  the  protentialities  of  which  are  enormous  for  the 
good  of  the  community,  will  gradually  evolve  as  teachers 
become  informed  about  the  great  principles  which 
underlie  the  science  of  Public  Health.  School  hygiene 
in  its  simpler  forms  will  then  lie  practised  as  an  art  in 
every  school,  and,  excepting  in  the  later  years  of  school 
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life,  the  children  will  learn  not  so  much  by  precept  as 
because  they  are,  so  to  speak,  environed  by  a  hygienic 
atmosphere.  So  with  physical  training,  when  the 
teachers  come  to  understand  its  principles  they  will  no 
longer  attempt  to  train  the  fingers  to  minute  manipula¬ 
tions  before  the  muscles  of  the  shoulder  and  arm  are 
developed. 

The  scavenging  of  the  majority  of  the  more  populous  Scavenging, 
areas  in  your  District  was  efficiently  maintained  during 
the  year.  Wroxall  continues  to  be  one  of  your  difficulties  ; 
and  although  it  is  practically  impossible  to  render  the 
waters  of  the  Eastern  Yar  and  its  tributaries  pure,  it  is 
your  duty  to  reduce  the  amount  of  filth  which  passes 
into  it  at  Niton,  Wroxall,  and  elsewhere,  on  its  banks  to 
a  minimum,  which  you  have  striven  to  do. 

The  negoeiatious  with  the  War  Office  for  the  scaveng-  Scavenging  of !' 

ing  of  the  Government  Establishments  were  without  othe^mUhary  I 

result.  The  amounts  offered  were  altogether  inadequate,  establish¬ 
ments. 

and  had  you  accepted  them  a  very  serious  financial 
burden  would  have  been  placed  upon  small  parishes, 
such  as  Yaverland,  where  a  penny  rate  produces  about 
£3.  It  is  desirable  you  should  have  control  of  the  dis¬ 
posal  of  the  refuse  of  the  forts,  barracks,  and  coastguard 
stations,  and  thev  contribute  largely  to  the  rates;  but  it 
does  seem  extraordinary  an  equitable  business  arrange¬ 
ment  could  not  be  come  to  by  a  great  spending  Depart¬ 
ment,  who  might  have  seen  the  futility  of  seeming  to 
attempt  to  transfer  an  imperial  charge  to  local  taxation. 

There  was  less  complaint  in  1904  than  usual  of  Scavenging 
scavenging  nuisances  caused  bv  the  deposit  of  refuse Icluse  ttie 
in  your  District  by  the  town  authorities.  You  suggested 
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to  them  to  erect  destructors,  and  some  of  them  have 
considered  the  subject.  A  great  nuisance  was  caused  at 
Bembridge  by  slaughter-house  refuse  from  Portsmouth, 
purchased  from  their  contractor  by  a  farmer  for  his  land. 
It  is  most  difficult  to  meet  these  cases.  Nuisances  arise 
from  the  refuse  collected  in  your  own  District,  notably  at 
Freshwater,  from  time  to  time.  If  it  could  be  spread  on 
the  land  at  once  instead  of  being  placed  in  heaps  for 
pigs  to  turn  over  for  garbage,  the  evil  would  be  mini¬ 
mised.  The  nuisance  at  Forest  Side  from  Newport 
refuse  was  remedied  by  the  contractor  giving  heed  to 
your  representations,  and  depositing  it  at  greater  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  highway. 

During  the  year  under  review  you  have  continued  to 
initiate  and  carry  out  those  works  of  sewerage  and  water 
supply  which  add  so  much  to  the  permanent  security  of 
the  Public  Health,  and  which  will  mark  the  period  of 
your  administration  in  the  years  to  come.  It  is  true 
you  have  only  fulfilled  your  obligations  under  the  law ; 
but  it  is  to  your  great  credit  that  you  have  persevered, 
sometimes  for  years,  in  your  efforts  to  meet  your  respon¬ 
sibilities  and  for  the  present  and  future  good  of  the 
people  of  your  District,  and  indirectly  for  the  benefit  of 
the  whole  of  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

I  have  listened,  sometimes  with  amusement,  to  criti¬ 
cisms  made  outside  the  Island  of  your  policy  in  providing 
a  lot  of  little  independent  water  supplies.  Well,  I  hope 
they  will  be  all  linked  up  some  day  when  the  loans  are 
paid  off.  But  the  Public  Health  (Water)  Act  requires 
you  to  see  to  it  that  every  house  in  your  District  has, 
within  a  reasonable  distance,  a  sufficient  supply  of  whole¬ 
some  water;  and,  however  good  your  intentions  might 


be,  you  were  only  able  to  do  this  by  providing  parish 
supplies.  Those  who  criticise  do  not  know  the  Lie  of 
Wight. 


If  you  could  have  persuaded  the  parishes  to  unite  for 
joint  schemes,  or  if  you  had  felt  able  to  treat  them  as  a 
father  treats  his  children,  and  have  linked  them  together 
for  the  common  good,  wholesome  water  would  have  been 
furnished  at  much  less  cost.  You  have  availed  your¬ 
selves  of  the  town  supplies  wherever  possible,  but  these 
have  their  limits,  and  the  expense  is  greater  if  water  has 
to  lie  purchased  from  outside  in  perpetuity ;  moreover, 
such  a  necessity  of  life  as  pure  water  should  be  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  the  consumers.  Theoretically  the  popu¬ 
lation  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  should  have  been  supplied 
with  water  from  one  undertaking,  the  joint  property  of 
all  the  sanitary  authorities ;  but  one  has  to  be  practical 
in  a  practical  world,  and  if  you  had  held  your  hands 
until  the  ideal  could  be  obtained,  the  sanitary  state  of 
your  District  would  have  continued  to  be  the  reproach  it 
was  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago. 

The  full  account  of  the  water  question  at  Bembridge  is 
given  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1901,  p.  27;  for  1902, 
pp.  35 — 36;  and  for  1903,  pp.  34 — 35.  In  1903  you 
cleared  the  old  bore  hole,  and  in  1904  you  bored  to  a 
depth  of  about  600ft.  from  the  surface.  You  determined 
to  line  the  bore  hole  and  to  raise  the  water  by  means  of 
an  “airlift”  pump;  and  in  November  a  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  Inquiry  was  held  upon  your  application  for 
leave  to  borrow  an  additional  ,£,2,500  for  works  of  water 
supply,  which  was  followed  by  leave  being  given. 

In  June  a  Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held 
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upon  your  application  for  leave  to  borrow  ,£.3,000  for 
works  of  water  supply  at  Bradiug:  namely,  the  laying  a 
main  in  the  Urban  District  of  Sandown,  to  he  continued 
to  Bradiug,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  to  that  place  a 
supply  of  water  from  the  Isle  of  Wight  Water  Company’s 
Works  on  the  Yar.  Leave  has  not  yet  been  granted, 
apparently  because  the  water  is  taken  from  a  river  which, 
for  the  whole  length  of  its  course,  is  polluted,  and  passed 
through  filter  beds,  which  may  or  may  not  be  considered 
efficient.  Although  admittedly  a  second-class  water,  it 
is  held  to  be  wholesome,  and  it  is  difficult  to  prove 
it  otherwise,  having  regard  to  its  large  volume:  but  the 
Local  Government  Board  are  not  likely  to  give  you 
sanction  for  its  use  until  they  are  perfectly  satisfied  it 
will  be  attended  by  no  manner  of  risk.  Epidemics  of 
enteric  fever  in  connection  with  the  use  of  river  water 
for  drinking  are  not  unknown  even  in  the  Isle  of  Wight ; 
and  when  you  decided  to  supply  Baading  from  this 
source,  because  those  who  lead  opinion  there  thought  it 
would  be  cheaper,  it  was  pointed  out  to  you  there  would 
be  difficulty  and  delay,  probably,  in  obtaining  the  consent 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  even  if  it  were  given  in 
the  end.  I11  the  meantime,  the  Isle  of  Wight  Waterworks 
Company  have  statutory  powers  to  supply  Bradiug. 

When  Lake  and  the  suburbs  of  Shanklin  were  included 
in  your  District  they  exercised  those  powers,  and,  if  I 
remember  rightly,  xo  per  cent,  in  perpetuity  was  the 
charge  on  the  outlay  in  laying  the  main,  instead  of  5  per 
cent,  for  sinking  fund  and  interest  on  a  loan  for  30  years. 
It  is  right  to  say  water  has  been  brought  from  the  Upper 
Greensand  at  Apse  to  a  reservoir  at  Bordwood,  which, 
if  not  provided  for  the  supply  at  Alverstone,  may  be 
intended  for  the  Isle  of  Wight  Waterworks.  In  my  last 


Annual  Report,  pp.  35 — 36,  I  referred  to  your  policy 
with  reference  to  the  water  supply  of  Brading, 

You  have  for  some  years  had  before  you  the  question  Arreton 

.  .  .  .  r  ,  water  si 

of  obtaining  an  independent  water  supply  for  Arreton, 
by  gravitation  from  the  Upper  Greensand  behind  it. 
During  the  year  under  review  you  have  considered  the 
alternatives  of  an  extension  of  the  Apse  Heatli  main  or 
of  obtaining  the  water  from  Newport.  There  would  be 
considerable  advantage  in  adopting  the  latter  suggestion, 
although  there  would  be  considerable  lengths  of  unre- 
munerative  main,  because  houses  en  route  which  are 
badly  off  for  water  could  be  supplied. 


The  independent  supply  of  Wootton  was  completed  by  Wootton 
the  continuation  of  the  main  from  Whippingham,  by  way  "‘uu  bU] 
of  Lushington  Hill,  and  from  Newport,  by  way  of 
Staplers,  to  Wootton  Common,  the  two  systems  being 
linked  up.  The  main  is  laid  only  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  village,  the  old  supply  is  utilized  in  the  lower  part, 
which  is  not  satisfactory. 


After  many  years  the  independent  supply  of  water  to  Whipping- 
Whippingham  has  been  at  last  accomplished,  and  the  supply 'UU 
inhabitants  of  this  clay  district  are  freed  from  the  risk 
of  drinking  either  exceptionally  unwholesome  water  or 
badly  stored  rainwater.  You  have  reason  to  congratu¬ 
late  yourselves,  and  the  ratepayers  of  both  parishes  are 
to  be  congratulated,  that  Wootton  was  persuaded  to  join 
Whippingham  in  a  conjoint  scheme,  and  that  you  have 
such  a  good  customer  in  the  Royal  Naval  College  at 
Osborne.  Carisbrooke  water  is  now  at  the  gates  of 
East  Cowes. 


Staplers 
water  supply. 


Calbourne 
water  supply. 


Unfortunately  a  dispute  has  arisen  between  your 
Council  and  the  Corporation  of  Newport  with  reference 
to  the  price  of  the  water.  When  the  agreement  was 
entered  into  the  fact  was  lost  sight  of  by  both  con¬ 
tracting  parties,  that  the  water  supplied  to  Whipping- 
ham,  as  to  North  wood,  was  exempt  from  a  royalty  by  the 
agreement  between  the  Corporation  and  the  owner  of 
the  soil  from  beneath  which  the  water  is  taken.  When 
the  agreement  was  come  to  for  purchasing  the  water  for 
the  supply  of  North  wood  this  fact  was  taken  into  consid¬ 
eration.  The  Corporation  could  not  agree  to  the  same 
price  for  Whippingham  because  of  the  royalty.  As  no 
royalty  is  paid  you  naturally  ask  that  the  price  be 
reduced.  To  this  the  Corporation  refuse  to  agree.  As 
you  are  already  such  large  customers  of  the  Corporation, 
and  as  your  custom  is  likely  to  increase  in  the  future, 
this  refusal  of  the  Corporation  of  a  commercial  town 
would  scarcely  seem  “  good  business,”  to  say  nothing 
of  the  equities  of  the  case. 

Although  the  majority  of  the  houses  at  Staplers  are 
now  supplied  with  the  wholesome  water  which  has  been 
wanting  hitherto,  some  of  them  are  without  it.  If  the 
Corporation  of  Newport  would  erect  a  syphon  at  the 
Alvington  reservoir  both  these,  and  the  farms,  which 
sell  their  dairy  produce  in  Newport,  and  cottages  in 
Long  Lane  could  receive  the  water  they  so  much  need. 

A  Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held  at  Cal¬ 
bourne  in  November,  in  response  to  your  application  for 
sanction  to  borrow  ,£'6,000  for  purposes  of  water  supply 
at  Calbourne.  Consent  has  not  yet  been  given,  and  you 
are  asked  tc  pump  continuously  for  a  fortnight  from  the 
well  which  has  been  sunk  in  the  chalk.  The  supply  is  so 
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enormous  the  result  cannot  be  uncertain,  but  there  may 
be  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  advisers  of  the  Central 
Authority  as  to  whether  the  proposed  well  is  sufficiently 
deep,  a  matter  which  has  occurred  to  me. 

The  fact  is  admonitory  that  the  water  supplies  of 
Shalfleet  and  Calbourne  will  have  cost  at  least  £i 1,000. 

They  are  poor  agricultural  parishes,  and  although  I 
think  the  benefit  they  are  receiving  and  will  receive  far 
outbalances  the  expenditure,  one  cannot  lose  sight  of  the 
fact  that  the  scheme  adopted  for  a  joint  supply  did  not 
exceed  ^4,000.  You  permitted  the  Parochial  Committees, 
that  is  to  say  the  Parish  Councils,  to  take  the  matter  out 
of  your  hands  while  you  and  you  alone  were  responsible. 

My  opinion  is,  that  having  made  up  your  minds  what  is 
best  for  a  parish  you  should  resist  alternative  schemes 
behind  which,  in  my  experience,  there  always  lurks  the 
private  interests  of  individual  ratepayers. 

Some  time  usually  elapses  before  all  the  dwellings  are  Shalfleet 
connected  with  a  new  water  supply  because  you  wisely  "ater  supp'J' 
avoid  bringing  pressure  to  bear.  At  length  you  have  to 
do  this  in  justice  to  the  ratepayers  generally.  The 
closure  of  the  public  well  at  Wellow  had  the  effect  you 
intended.  You  have  been  negotiating  with  the  owners 
of  Hampstead  and  Cranmore  farm  and  building  estate 
with  reference  to  the  extension  of  the  main  to  those 
places,  and  the  terms  you  have  offered  will  probably  be 
agreed  to  for  Hampstead. 

You  decided  to  continue  the  Shalfleet  main  to  Thorley,  Thorley 
more  particularly  that  Thorley  school  might  receive  a  water  supply- 
supply  of  wholesome  water.  But  the  agreement  you 
entered  into  with  the  owner  of  the  land  from  beneath 
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which  the  water  is  taken,  provides  that  it  shall  not  be 
taken  beyond  the  parish  of  Shalfleet.  Sanction  was 
given  you  to  supply  the  Parish  of  Thorley,  however,  on 
condition  you  paid  £ 2  per  annum  and  fulfilled  your 
former  undertaking  to  clean  out  Shalcombe  farm  pond. 
To  this  you  assented,  but  as  the  tenant  wished  the  pond 
filled  in  and  the  owner  did  not  object  you  agreed  to  do 
the  work.  An  adjoining  owner  has  claimed  part  of 
Shalcombe  pond,  and  he  refuses  consent  to  its  being 
filled  in.  At  the  time  of  writing  there  is,  therefore,  an 
impasse ,  and  Thorley  must  wait  for  its  water. 

For  many  years  the  necessity  of  a  water  supply  for  the 
parish  of  Shorwell  has  been  recognised.  One  of  the 
strongest  Upper  Greensand  springs  in  the  Island  exists 
at  Shorwell,  unfortunately  in  the  grounds  of  a  private 
residence,  the  owner  of  which  refused  its  use.  A  scheme 
prepared  bp  the  South-West  Medeue  surveyor  was 
submitted  to  the  Shorwell  Parochial  Committee  for  their 
approval,  and  in  due  time  you  received  a  copy  of  the 
usual  resolution  to  the  effect  that  the  Committee  did  not 
consider  a  water  supply  necessary .  As  to  this,  there  are 
109  houses,  not  including  the  schools,  to  be  supplied. 
Of  these  26  have  a  satisfactory  water  supply ;  in  75 
instances  the  water  supply  is  unsatisfactory,  and  there 
are  8  houses  without  water.  The  scheme  contemplated 
piping  the  water  from  the  head  of  the  stream,  of 
course  without  detriment  to  private  property  in  any  form, 
to  a  well  reservoir  at  some  distance,  from  which  it  was 
proposed  to  raise  it  to  a  reservoir  at  sufficient  elevation 
to  supply  every  house  in  the  parish.  You  are  by  no 
means  dependent  upon  this  source  of  supply,  although  it 
would  be  the  most  economical  probably.  At  Liuierstone, 
on  the  estate  of  the  owner  of  Shalcombe,  from  whom  you 
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have  received  much  sympathy  and  assistance,  the  Upper 
Greensand  is  at  sufficient  elevation  to  enable  you  to 
supply  Shorwell  hy  gravitation. 

Atherfield  in  Shorwell  is  badly  in  want  of  water,  and 
you  have  had  its  supply  under  consideration,  but,  until 
you  supply  Shorwell,  your  decision  must  be  delayed. 

In  October  a  Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  Niton 
held  at  Xiton,  as  the  result  of  your  application  for  sanction  ",Uu 
to  borrow  £250  to  enable  you,  practically,  to  ascertain  if 
there  was  enough  water  at  Downcourt  for  the  supply  of 
the  parish  of  Niton  by  gravitation.  Hitherto  you  have 
searched  for  water,  and  when  you  have  found  sufficient 
you  have  applied  for  leave  to  borrow  the  amount 
necessary  to  carry  out  your  scheme,  the  sum  already 
expended  being  included  in  the  loan  asked  for.  But  as 
this  course  was  not  strictly  regular,  and  as  any  prelimi¬ 
nary  expenditure  should  be  made  out  of  the  common 
fund  of  the  District,  you  were  compelled  to  apply  for 
leave,  in  fact,  to  make  a  preliminary  investigation.  I 
need  scarcely  point  out  to  you,  for  you  fully  realise  it, 
how  exceedingly  inconvenient  this  plan  is  if  you  are 
opposed.  Neither  at  Wroxall  nor  at  Chale  would 
sanction  have  been  given  you.  The  Local  Government 
Board  would  have  consulted  those  they  were  advised  to 
consult,  whose  names  were  eminent  in  connection  with 
Government  work,  and  very  properly  so.  But  you  have 
never  been  wrong.  You  have,  however,  seen  money 
wasted  in  your  District  in  searching  for  water  in 
obedience  to  advice  which  came  originally  from  sources 
connected  with  the  Geological  Survey.  Your  policy  has 
been  to  supply  by  gravitation  where  possible  for  economic 
reasons.  You  accepted  the  recommendation  of  the  Niton 
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Parochial  Committee  to  go  higher  up  the  Down  at 
Downcourt,  after  taking  the  best  advice  you  could  get, 
as  you  went  high  up  the  Down  at  Wroxall  and  Chale. 
You  were  advised  to  drive  a  heading  into  the  Upper 
Greensand  a  few  feet  above  the  Gault  in  each  case,  and 
this  you  proposed  to  do  at  Downcourt.  If  you  did  not 
find  sufficient  water  you  were  advised  to  drive  adits  right 
and  left;  and  this  you  did  at  Chale.  If  the  water  can  be 
seen  issuing  from  the  rock  in  large  volumes  it  naturally 
appeals  to  the  imagination,  but  you  do  not  need  a  supply 
sufficient  for  many  thousands  of  people.  Such  a  supply 
was  once  offered  you  at  Niton,  and  it  was  a  relief  to  me 
that  the  terms  of  purchase  were  prohibitive.  You  are 
now  offered  a  much  less  abundant  supply  at  “Watershoot” 
for  nothing.  This  source  has  been  considered  from  time 
to  time  for  many  years,  but  it  has  always  been  rejected 
because  of  the  instability  of  the  land  and  because  it 
would  involve  pumping.  If  you  had  adopted  this  site  it 
would  have  been  necessary  to  drive  a  heading  into  the 
cliff,  for  not  infrequently  I  have  seen  “Watershoot”  dry. 

The  mistake  made  at  Niton  is  the  old  mistake  of 
handing  over  such  an  important  matter  as  that  of  water 
supply  to  the  “parish.”  So  long  as  a  dominant 
personality  has  the  direction  of  affairs  the  “parish”  is 
united,  but  when  that  personality  disappears  disunion 
comes.  You  proceed  to  carry  out  the  decisions  of  a 
united  “parish,”  and  you  find  it  does  not  exist.  An 
alternative  scheme  is  started,  and  you  have  either  to  yield 
to  it  or  to  force  through  the  scheme  you  have  adopted. 
In  the  present  instance  you  are  at  the  disadvantage  you 
have  never  known  before,  of  being  unable  to  prove  by 
ocular  demonstration  that  sufficient  water  exists  to 
justify  your  application  for  sanction  to  borrow. 
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After  you  had  selected  an  admirable  site,  known  as  Godshill 
“Clouds,”  on  the  Godshill  Park  estate,  for  the  supply  of  "  lU‘  M‘ 
water  to  Godshill,  the  property  changed  hands,  and  you 
were  unable  to  arrange  with  the  new  owner,  you  have 
since  communicated  with  the  owners  of  the  adjoining 
land,  and  a  committee  of  your  Council  met  their  agent. 

As  Godshill  Park  may  pass  into  other  hands  you  may 
consider  it  politic  to  suspend  action  for  a  time. 


The  owner  of  the  land,  from  which  you  propose  to  Chillerton 

,  ,  .  ...  water  supply. 

supply  Chillerton,  and  his  agents  met  your  committee. 

He  has  been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  your  scheme,  but 
beyond  this  nothing  has  been  done. 


As  I  reported  last  year,  Cheverton  Farm,  in  the  parish  Cheverton 

wuter  supp 

of  Shorwell,  has  been  supplied  by  extending  the  main  of 
the  Newport  Corporation  from  the  boundary  of  the 
parish  of  Carisbrooke.  Beyond  Cheverton  Farm  are 
Cheverton  Cottages  which  have  only  a  rainwater  supply. 

The  water  certificate  was  granted  for  these  cottages 
because  an  underground  supply  was  not  available.  It 
might  now  be  readily  obtained  by  means  of  a  small  pipe 
from  Cheverton  Farm.  In  connection  with  the  Chever¬ 
ton  water  supply  and  the  difficulties  associated  with  it, 

I  said  last  year  the}'  served  to  emphasise  the  great 
importance  of  the  principle  you  recognise,  that  such  a 
necessity  of  life  as  water  should  be  in  the  hands  and 
under  the  complete  control  of  the  sanitary  authority.  It 
is  most  anomalous  that  you  should  be  helpless  to  provide 
water  for  people  in  your  District  who  need  it,  because 
you  are  barred  by  the  boundary  line  of  an  estate  or  a 
parish.  It  is  all  very  well  to  talk  about  little  waterworks, 
but  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  law  gives  the 
ownership  of  the  water  which  falls  from  the  clouds  to  the 
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man  through  whose  land  it  passes  or  under  whose  land  it 
flows,  and  he  can  impose  what  conditions  lie  likes  upon 
those  to  whom  lie  sells  it.  He  may  be  generous  when 
his  private  interests  are  concerned,  but  the  law  requires 
sanitary  authorities  to  be  interested  in  the  sanitary 
welfare  of  the  whole  community. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  repeat  what  I  have  said  from 
year  to  year  for  many  years  about  sewerage,  and  lately  in 
my  Annual  Report  for  1902,  pp.  45 — 46,  and  in  that  for 
1903,  p.42.  I  may,  however,  remind  you  it  is  your  duty 
to  provide  sewers  for  people  to  drain  into ;  that  water 
supplies  must  first  be  established  as  sewers  must  be 
flushed ;  that  water  supplies  force  on  sewerage ;  that 
water  supplies  and  sewers  stimulate  building,  which  adds 
to  rateable  value;  and  that  it  is  a  foolish  thing  to  lay  a 
sewer  at  an  insufficient  depth  to  reduce  the  estimate. 
If  I  were  asked  in  what  direction  the  greatest  waste  of  the 
ratepayers’  money  had  occurred  in  your  District,  I  should 
say  in  connection  with  sewerage;  and  I  should  further 
say,  that  much  of  this  wastage  would  have  been  avoided 
had  your  own  officers  designed  and-  carried  out  the 
work.  I11  1904,  as  in  most  recent  years,  you  have  con¬ 
structed  important  sewerage  works,  or  have  extended 
those  already  existing. 

I11  my  last  Annual  Report  I  referred  to  developments 
of  the  Binstead  Estate  which  it  seemed  likely  would 
bring  about  the  proper  drainage  of  the  houses  south  of 
Binstead  Hill.  It  is  a  very  desirable  sanitary  measure 
and  has  not  been  lost  sight  of.  The  agents  of  the  estate 
have  the  matter  under  consideration,  and  a  copy  of  your 
suggestions  have  been  furnished  them. 
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You  have  sewered  the  Avenue  district  in  connection 
with  the  Freshwater  undertaking,  and  have  extended  the 
old  Totland  sewer  as  usual. 

The  sewering  of  Freshwater  has  been  an  object  lesson 
in  Local  Government.  After  many  years  of  agitation, 
and  after  many  years  of  effort  to  assist  you  on  the  part  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  the  scheme  of  sewerage  at 
length  agreed  to  was  carried  out  during  the  year  under 
review.  It  would  probably  have  been  completed  in 
1904  but  that  the  principal  contractors  became  bankrupt, 
and  you  were  obliged  to  appoint  your  engineers  to  carry 
out  the  work,  which  the}'  are  successfully  doing.  It  has 
always  seemed  to  me  it  was  the  commonsense  course  to 
carry  the  main  sewer  down  the  estuary  of  the  Yar  to  an 
outfall  in  the  Solent;  but  I  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  numerous  amateur  sanitary  engineers  to  the  fact,  that 
it  was  always  contended  by  one  of  themselves,  your 
medical  officer  of  health,  this  mode  of  sewering  Fresh¬ 
water  would  have  to  be  paid  for;  that  if  you  avoided  the 
expense  of  discharge  by  pumping  to  Warden  Point 
recommended  by  the  Local  Government  Board  Inspector, 
the  object  he  had  in  view  would  have  to  be  met  in  some 
other  way.  You  have  had  to  meet  it  by  carrying  the 
outfall  1,300  feet  out  to  sea  to  avoid  the  point  to  the 
West  of  Norton,  and  the  possibility  of  the  sewage  coming 
ashore.  The  mouth  of  the  sewer  is  60  feet  below  the 
surface  where  a  strong  current  runs.  Before  the  visitors, 
who  are  Freshwater’s  wealth,  arrive  it  is  expected  the 
house  connections  will  be  made.  A  period  of  rest  must 
follow  the  completion  of  their  great  sanitary  undertaking, 
upon  which  all  who  have  been  concerned  in  it  are  to  be 
congratulated;  and  as  I  said  in  my  last  Annual  Report, 
with  the  changes  in  its  sanitary  condition,  and  the 
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comfort  which  will  follow,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  hope 
that  in  the  interest  of  the  common  good,  there  may  be 
oblivion  of  the  past  and  its  controversies. 

I  am  myself  reviving  a  somewhat  ancient  controversy 
when  I  refer  with  regret  to  the  rejection  of  the  sewerage 
scheme  for  Carisbrooke  which  your  predecessors  adopted. 
It  would  have  been  such  a  simple  matter  now  to  work 
by  the  plan  in  extending  the  sewer  to  meet  the  drainage 
exigencies.  Having  extended  the  sewer  at  Guuville 
north  to  the  brickyard  during  the  year,  by  means  of  a 
loan,  you  have  considered  the  urgent  necessity  of 
extending  it  south  and  east  to  provide  for  the  Priory 
District.  You  have  also  considered  the  sewerage  of  the 
Hunuyhill  District  of  the  parish  of  Carisbrooke,  where  a 
drainage  nuisance  exists  of  which  serious  complaint  has 
been  made. 

The  Red  Road  sewer  was  reconstructed,  the  Schools 
were  properly  connected  with  it,  and  much  sewage  which 
was  discharged  into  the  mill-race  was  diverted  to  it  at 
Wootton.  It  was  found  when  opened  up  to  be  in  a  most 
disgraceful  condition,  evidencing  the  importance  of  sani¬ 
tary  work  being  done  under  the  closest  possible  super¬ 
vision.  Fortunately  neither  your  predecessors  nor  you 
were  responsible. 

The  whole  subject  of  the  discharge  of  sewage  into 
Wootton  Creek  demands  your  serious  attention,  although 
I  am  free  to  confess  there  are  difficulties  which  I  cannot 
yet  see  the  way  out  of.  North  Arreton  is  a  poor  agricul¬ 
tural  parish,  in  which  a  penny  rate  only  yields  about  £13 
for  sanitary  purposes.  There  are  three  sewer  outfalls  on 
the  west  of  the  Creek  below  the  bridge,  and  one  on  the 
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east  above  it.  The  main  sewer  discharges  into  the  mill 
race,  and  another  outfall  is  close  to  it,  which  discharges 
the  sewage  from  a  short  sewer  which  drains  houses  west 
of  the  mill  separately.  The  Red  Road  sewer  outfall  is 
farther  north.  A  nuisance  at  the  mill  which  had  long 
existed  was  complained  of  early  in  the  year.  It  was  sup¬ 
posed  that  by  discharging  into  the  mill-race  the  sewage 
would  be  flushed  away  when  the  mill  was  working,  a 
supposition  which  has  not  been  entirely  realised.  You 
took  the  matter  into  consideration,  and  referred  it  to  the 
parochial  committee.  Complaint  lias  again  been  made 
of  the  nuisance  from  the  mud  in  hot  weather.  In  my 
Annual  Reports  for  1901,  pages  58  and  59,  and  1902, 
pages  68  and  69,  I  reported  fully  on  Woottou,  and  in  my 
last  Annual  Report  (for  1903),  page  44,  I  further  ex¬ 
plained  the  action  of  the  tides,  which  is  gradually 
increasing  the  proportion  of  sewage  in  the  water  of 
the  Creek. 

During  the  year  under  review  attention  has  again 
been  given  to  the  question  of  the  use  for  food  of  shell¬ 
fish  from  the  creeks  and  estuaries  in  your  District.  It 
would  appear  that  of  the  three  shell-fish,  the  oyster, 
mussell,  and  cockle,  the  latter  retains,  or  does  not 
cleanse  itself  from,  the  poison  which  produces  enteric 
fever  the  longest  time,  then  the  mussell,  and  then  the 
oyster.  The  cockle  is  obtained  chiefly  from  the  estuary 
of  the  Medina  into  which  the  sewage  of  Newport  and  of 
Parkhurst  Prison  and  Barracks  passes  after  chemical 
treatment,  and  the  sewage  of  Cowes  and  blast  Cowes 
in  part,  and  of  the  Workhouse,  passes  without  such 
treatment.  I  have  cautioned  people  against  eating  shell¬ 
fish  from  this  estuary,  the  oyster  trade  of  which  I 
believe  has  practically  ceased.  It  has  been  found  im- 


Shell  fish  in 
creeks  and 
estuaries. 


44 


Housing  of 
the  Working 
Classes  Act. 


The  Factory 
and  Work¬ 
shops  Act, 
1901. 


The  Mid¬ 
wives  Act, 
1 202. 


possible  to  combine  the  fishermen  who  take  oysters  from 
the  Solent  and  lay  them  in  Wootton  Creek,  but  the  beds 
have  been  removed  nearer  its  mouth  and  outside  it, 
while  others  are  removed  to  King’s  Quay,  into  the 
stream  which  flows  into  it  little  sewage  passes.  The 
fishermen  complain  of  the  shrinkage  of  their  trade.  The 
other  principal  source  of  oysters  in  your  District  is 
Newtown  River  estuary,  into  which  scarcely  any  sewage 
passes.  The  oysters  are  dredged  and  laid  down  there, 
and  are  also  cultivated  to  some  extent.  The  Fishmon¬ 
gers’  Company  reported  to  me  that  Wootton  were  being 
sold  as  Newtown  River  oysters,  but  the  fishmongers 
accused  strongly  denied  this.  In  the  Autumn  the 
bacillus  coli  communis,  a  microbe  which  occupies  the 
large  intestines  of  animals,  was  said  to  have  been  found 
in  oysters  dredged  off  the  north-west  coast  of  the 
Island.  As  there  was  no  risk  of  contamination  by 
sewage,  unless  by  passing  ships,  I  conclude  the  bacillus 
might  have  come  from  the  large  intestines  of  fish. 

You  have  not  had  occasion  to  take  action,  under  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  during  the  year. 
I  do  not  remember  that  you  have  found  it  necessary  to 
make  use  of  this  beneficent  Act  in  your  District  at  all. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Medina  Cement  Works  and 
those  at  Brading,  brickworks,  and  one  or  two  laundries, 
you  have  no  factories,  properly  so  called  in  your  District. 
Workshops  are  small  and  are  only  visited  in  the  ordinary 
routine  of  inspection  work. 

The  County  Council  has  delegated  to  you  the  admin¬ 
istration  of  the  Midwives  Act,  1902,  in  your  District. 
I  beg  to  refer  you  to  my  remarks  at  pages  48 — 49  of  my 
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Annual  Report  for  that  year.  The  Act  has  less  impor¬ 
tance  in  your  District  than  in  some,  and  will  not  call 
for  much  activity  on  your  part. 

I  have  already  referred  to  the  four  Local  Government  Local 
_  .....  ,  •  •  r  Government 

Inquiries  held  in  response  to  your  applications  tor  Hoar(j 
sanction  to  contract  loans  for  public  works.  I  was  hiquines. 
called  upon  to  report  upon  the  suitability  of  the  site 
chosen  for  a  new  burial  ground  for  North  Arretou 
preliminary  to  an  inquiry,  which  has  since  been  held. 

In  1903  a  private  inquiry  was  held  by  an  Assistant  Inspection 
Inspector  of  the  Local  Government  Board  in  connection 
with  your  application  for  sanction  to  appoint  an  Inspector 
who  should  also  perform  the  duties  of  Surveyor  of 
Hi  ghways,  it  being  no  longer  the  custom  of  the  Board 
to  sanction  the  dual  appointment  in  any  sanitary 
district.  As  you  dissented  from  the  views  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  founded  upon  the  report  of  their 
Assistant  Inspector,  they  informed  you  they  would  order 
another  inquiry  to  be  held  by  one  of  their  Medical 
Inspectors.  An  exhaustive  inquiry  was,  I  believe,  held 
in  1904,  and  from  what  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  tell  me, 

I  conclude  that,  at  the  time  of  writing,  it  is  not  yet 
completed. 

The  Inspectors  have  furnished  me  with  the  following 
summaries  of  their  work. 
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Summary  of  Work  done  during  the  Year  1904. 

No. 


Nuisances  and  other  matters  reported  ...  ...  ...  335 

„  abated  without  final  notice  ...  ...  ...  106 

Re-inspections  re  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  224 

Final  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Houses  removed  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  2 

,,  placed  in  repair  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  cleansed  and  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  18 

Cases  of  over-crowding  reported  ...  ...  ...  3 

abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Privies  put  on  the  pail  system  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

New  W.C.’s  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Wells  sunk  and  other  improved  supplies  of  water  obtained  1 

,,  cleansed...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  closed  (new  mains  having  been  laid,  Whippingham 

and  North  Arreton)  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Pumps  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Houses  drained  and  connected  with  sewers  ...  ...  9 

Plouse  drains  repaired  and  trapped  ...  ...  ...  19 

Refuse  and  accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dairies  inspected  and  re-inspected  ...  ...  ...  29 

,,  limewashed  after  notice  ...  ...  ...  xi 

Bakehouses  inspected  and  re-inspected  ...  ...  ...  7 

,,  limewashed  after  notice  ...  ...  ...  2 

Plans  submitted  and  approved  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Inspections  made  of  new  buildings  ...  ...  ...  106 


The  old  sewer  in  Red  Road,  Wootton,  reported  by  the  Medical 
Officer,  was  taken  up  and  relaid  by  Messrs.  Pleece  &  Co. 

Bembridge. 

Water  main  extension  to  Hillway  and  Howgate  in  progress. 

BlNSTEAD. 

It  is  proposed  to  put  in  a  9m.  sewer  in  rear  of  houses  in  Newnham 
Road  to  enable  properties  in  that  district  to  be  sewered. 


New  Buiedings  Erected. 


Bembridge,  new  buildings  ...  ...  11 

,,  additions  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  in  course  of  erection ...  ...  5 

Binstead,  new  buildings  ...  ...  ...  7 

,,  in  course  of  erection  ...  ...  3 

Wootton,  new  buildings  ...  ...  ...  5 

,,  additions,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  3 

Brading,  new  buildings  ...  ...  ...  2 
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SOUTH-EAST  MEDKNK. 
Summary  of  Work  done  during  1904. 


No. 

Nuisances  and  other  matters  reported  on  ...  ...  328 

„  abated  without  final  notice  ...  ...  ...  97 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  204 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Houses  reported  unfit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

„  closed  (order  made)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

„  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Legal  proceedings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Samples  water  sent  to  Public  Analyst  ...  ...  ...  3 

Wells  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

„  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Extension  of  Wbitwell  water  main  ...  ...  ...  1 

Houses  supplied  from  same  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Privy  cesspools  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Privies  put  in  on  pail  system  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

House  drains  trapped  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  17 

Refuse  and  accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  14 

Dairies  inspected  and  re-inspected  ...  ...  ...  28 

„  limewashed  after  notice  ...  ...  ...  10 

Bakehouses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

,,  whitewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 


New  Buildings. 


Plans  approved  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

,,  ,,  additions  ...  ...  4 

Inspections  of  new  buildings  ...  ...  47 

Newchurch  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

,,  additions  ...  ...  ...  2 

Niton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Merstone  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

St.  Lawrence  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Wbitwell  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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NORTH-WEST  MKDENK. 

Sit  Dim  ary  of  Work  done  during  1904. 


No. 


Nuisances  and  other  matters  reported  ...  ...  ...  387 

,,  abated  without  final  notice  ...  ...  ...  59 

Re  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  284 

Final  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Houses  reported  unfit,  &e.  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  closed 

„  placed  in  repair  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  cleansed  and  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  15 

Legal  proceedings  taken 

Cases  of  over-crowding  reported  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  ,,  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Privy  cesspool  provided,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Privies  put  011  pail  system  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Improved  water  supplies  obtained  ...  ...  ...  37 

Wells  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

„  closed  ... 

Pumps  provided 

Houses  drained  and  connected  with  sewer  ...  ...  24 

Refuse  accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dairies  inspected  and  re-inspected  ...  ...  ...  34 

,,  limewashed  after  notice  ...  ...  ...  6 

Bakehouses  inspected  and  re-inspected  ...  ...  ...  16 

,,  limewashed  after  notice  ...  ...  ...  9 

Common  lodging-houses  registered  ...  ...  ...  1 

Districts  scavenged — Totland,  Freshwater,  and  Yarmouth 
Sewers  extended — Totland  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  mains  extended — Northwood  ...  ...  ...  1 

Petroleum  licenses  granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Plans  of  new  buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Number  of  houses  or  buildings ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Inspections  made  of  new  buildings  ...  ...  ...  304. 


New  I 

Totland 

>»  ... 

?  >  ... 

Freshwater 

» »  ... 

Yarmouth 
Shal  fleet 
Northwood 


Iouses  Erected. 

Colwell  Road 
Alum  Bay  Road 
Main  Road 
Crab  Tree  Lane 
Guyer’s  Road 
Clayton  Lane 
Pound  Green 
Norton  Green 

Lee 

Gurnard 
Medham  ... 
Pallance  Lane 


4 

4 
2 

5 
4 

2 

1 

3 

2 

4 

2 

2 


Total  ...  38 
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SOUTH  -  W I  'ST  M  K I  )E  N 1 5 . 


Summary  of  Work  done  during  1904. 

Nuisances  and  other  matters  reported 
„  abated  without  final  notice 
Re-inspections  made 
Final  notices  served 
Houses  reported  unfit  for  habitation 
„  placed  in  habitable  repair 
,,  closed ... 

,,  cleansed  and  disinfected 
Legal  proceedings  taken 
Cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
Abated 

Privy  cesspools  provided  and  properly  constructed 
Privies  put  in  on  pail  system 

Wells  sunk  and  other  improved  supplies  obtained 
„  closed  ... 

„  cleansed 

Defective  pumps  repaired 
House  drains  connected  to  sewer 
„  repaired  and  trapped 
Dairies  inspected  and  re-inspected 
„  limewashed  after  notice 
District  scavenged — Carisbrooke 

,,  supplied  with  water — Extension — Cliale 
Plans  approved  by  Rural  District  Council 
Bakehouses  limewashed  after  notice 
Inspections  of  new  buildings 


No. 

357 

■56 

209 

7 

2 


8 


2 

2 

2 

23 


32 


1 


6 

15 

47 


10 

7 

85 


New  Buildings  Erected. 

Carisbrooke  ...  Gunville  Lane 

,,  ...  Watergate  (new  chapel 


Carisbrooke  House  i 
Cliale  ...  ...  Blackgang  ...  2 

,,  ...  ...  North  Find,  additions 

Gatcombe  Park  ...  ...  ...  ...  r 

Shal  fleet  ...  Cliessell  ...  ...  2 

Total  ...  9 


Extension  ok  Sewer. 


Carisbrooke 


Gunville  Lane 
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To  C.  D.  Vibert,  Esq.,  B.A.,  Loud.,  Headmaster  of  the 
Grammar  School,  Newport,  I  am  indebted  for  the 
following  summary  of  meteorological  observations  taken 
by  him  at  an  elevation  of  from  40  feet  to  50  feet  above 
sea  level  and  about  four  miles  from  the  coast. 

NEWPORT  TABLE. 


Mean 

Moan 

Num- 

Maximum 

Minimum 

daily 

daily 

Mean 

Rain- 

bur  of 

(ireatest 

Month. 

for 

for 

maxi- 

mini- 

Temp- 

fall  for 

wet 

fall  in  one 

Month. 

Month. 

mum . 

mum. 

erature. 

Month. 

days. 

day. 

INCHES. 

INCHES. 

Jan. 

51-9 

26-1 

45‘6 

35-1 

40-4 

4-54 

23 

•71 

on  13th. 

on  20th 
and  23rd. 

oil  30th. 

Feb. 

53-0 

28-0 

46-3 

36-0 

41-2 

3-86 

22 

*58 

on  22nd. 

on  29th. 

on  ltith. 

Mar.  ... 

64-2 

24  7 

49-1 

35-4 

423 

144 

12 

•33 

on  9th. 

on  1st. 

on  4tb. 

April  ... 

07  0 

34 '3 

58  ‘8 

41 '9 

501 

1  -52 

13 

•32 

on  20th. 

on  11th. 

on  14th. 

May  ... 

74‘7 

36-0 

62-0 

4  61 

54-1 

8-61 

15 

KOI 

on  29th. 

on  3rd 
and  9th. 

on  20th. 

June  ... 

75-0 

43.0 

68-9 

49’8 

594 

•85 

9 

•25 

on  5  th 
and  30th. 

oh  28th. 

on  1 4  th. 

July  ... 

87-8 

48-4 

74  4 

56-1 

652 

■74 

10 

•19 

on  !  7th. 

on  4th. 

on  27th 
aie  1  29th. 

Aug.  . . . 

84-1 

35 -8 

71  2 

47-9 

59-5 

2. 52 

12 

•54 

on  9th. 

on  13th. 

on  4th. 

Sept.  ... 

72-4 

39-1 

65*  5 

47'9 

56-7 

2'49 

15 

■59 

on  5th. 

on  28th. 

on  30th. 

Oct,  ... 

on  *5 

34- 1 

58-5 

45-9 

52-2 

2-52 

13 

•84 

on. 6th. 

on  18th. 

on  18th. 

Nov.  ... 

59 '5 

20- 1 

50-1 

35-7 

42-9 

1-32 

8 

•49 

on  1 1th. 

on  26th 
and  27th. 

on  7  th. 

Dec. 

55-7 

269 

48-6 

383 

43-4 

3-90 

17 

■78 

on  lfith. 

on  9th. 

on  6th. 

20J 

29-81 

169 

1-01 

Year  ... 

J’y  17th. 

Nov  26th 
to  27th 

58-2 

430 

50-7 

M’v  20th 

John  Dover,  Esq.,  M.A.,  Cantab.,  F.R.  Met.  hoc., 
R.D.C.  for  Totland,  has  kindly  furnished  me  with  the 
following  summary  of  meteorological  observations  taken 
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at  Aston  House,  Totland  Hay,  on  the  north-west  coast, 
150  feet  above  sea  level,  and  about  600  feet  from  the 
edge  of  the  cliff. 


TOTLAND  BAY  TABLK. 


Month. 

Maximum 

for 

Month. 

M  inimuin 
for 

Month. 

Mean 

daily 

Maxi¬ 

mum. 

Moan 

daily 

mini¬ 

mum. 

Moan 

Tt  'iiip— 
oratuiv. 

Rain¬ 
fall  for 
Month 

Num¬ 
ber  of 
wet 
days. 

( Jrcatest 
fall  in  one 
day. 

.Inn.  ... 

r.i-i; 

21-0 

4  5  -  2 

36  s 

41.0 

INCH  KS 

21 

INCH  KS, 

.58 

„„  ... 

mi  Uth. 
49-8 

on  2nd. 
26-8 

4  5-( 

3.V3 

1  1  -2 

3- Is 

23 

on  30th. 

■44 

Mar.  ... 

on  21st 
ind  22nd 
(!2'<; 

on  29th. 

200 

4S-9 

35!) 

411 

1  5 1 1 

14 

on  loth. 

*34 

April  ... 

on  9th. 
(J.Vs 

on  1st. 
398 

55  5 

43.- 1 

11»  5 

lit; 

It: 

on  30th. 
*37 

May  ... 

on  20th 

nil  1  1th. 

39-0 

58 ’0 

471 

52-6 

3-19 

17 

on  14th. 
.73 

June  ... 

on  noth. 
71-8 

nn  8th. 
45- 1 

I'll -II 

5n*<) 

i>  7  *  4 

■/.) 

1 

on  20th. 
•28 

July  ... 

oil  nth. 

si- 1 

on  9th. 

70-0 

57*0 

1.3-5 

1  -38 

10 

on  1 4th. 
•79 

A  lie. 

oil  10t.ll. 

iSI  )•() 

on 

40*2 

lit -3 

7.2-2 

7iS-3 

274 

13 

on  29t h. 
*05 

Sept.  ... 

on  3rd. 
68‘2 

on  25t  h. 
42-U 

64-2 

5o-7 

7.7-4 

283 

15 

on  10th. 
*7o 

Oct.  ... 

on  1 7th. 
03*7 

on  2 1  <t . 
39  1 

5 1  ’  ( 1 

47-7 

*•>.7 

2 '.’>2 

14 

on  1 1th. 
*77 

Nov.  ... 

on  19th. 
571 

011  1 3th. 
280 

5  0'7 

4ii-2 

45  5 

1-34 

8 

on  6th. 
•71 

1  tec. 

on  12th. 
54*8 

on  2lith. 
32  0 

4  s- 1 

40 

44  1 

3- 16 

18 

on  10th. 
•56 

on  16th. 

on  22nd. 

on  6th. 

Year  . . . 

81  1 

240 

55*8 

44-9 

50-4 

27  29 

170 

•79 

J'v  29th. 

The  total  rainfall  in  1904  at  Newport,  which  is  some 
two  miles  north  oi  the  geographical  centre  of  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  from  which  it  is  separated  by  the  central  range 
of  Downs,  was  29'3iin. ;  at  Totland  Bay,  on  the  north¬ 
west  coast,  it  was  ayag.  At  Ryde,  on  the  north-east 
coast,  at  Beldornie  Tower,  a  few  feet  above  sea  level,  for 
eleven  months— from  February  to  December— the  rainfall 
is  said  to  have  been  2i'33.  In  1903,  the  rainfall  at 


Newport  was  38'o6in.;  in  1902,  26’i9in. ;  in  1901,  25'89in  ; 
in  1900,  3i*46in. ;  in  1899,  25'29in.;  in  1898,  28'24in ; 

in  1897,  29'26in. ;  in  1896,  27'32in ;  in  1895,  29'i5in; 

in  1894,  39-74in. ;  in  1893,  28'53in. ;  in  1892,  24'97in. ; 

in  1891,  38‘96in.;  in  1890,  26*3iiu.;  in  1889,  28‘34in. ; 

in  1888,  29‘02in. ;  in  1887,  24’43in. ;  in  1886,  38'07in. ; 

in  1885,  29‘32in.  The  mean  rainfall  in  Newport  in  the 
ten  years  1895 — 1904  was  28‘77in.  The  mean  for  twenty 
years  was  29-77in.  The  rainfall  at  Totland  Bay  in  1903 
was  35'36in.  The  mean  for  two  years  was  3i'32in. 


There 

were 

169 

wet  days  at  Newport,  and 

170 

at 

Totland 

Bay. 

I11 

1903  there  were 

186 

wet 

days 

at 

Newport. 

I11 

1902, 

158;  in  1901,  133 

in 

1900, 

176; 

in 

1899,  137 

;  in 

1898, 

150;  in  1897,  172 

in 

1896, 

153; 

in 

1895,  149 

;  in 

1894, 

183  ;  in  1893,  146 

in 

1892, 

172; 

in 

1891,  172 

;  in 

1890, 

1 53  ;  in  1889,  163 

in 

1888, 

179: 

in 

1887.  141 

;  in  1886,  202;  in  1885, 

1.59- 

The  mean 

number  of  wet  clays  in  the  decennium  1895 — 1904  was 
158,  and  in  the  twenty  years  1883-1904  it  was  162.  At 
Totland  Bay  the  mean  number  of  wet  days  in  two  years 
was  168. 

The  maximum  temperature  for  the  year  at  Newport 
was  87'8  on  July  17th,  and  at  Totland  Bay  8ri  on  July 
10th ;  the  mininum  temperature  was  20'i  on  November 
26 — 27,  and  at  Totland  Bay  24^0  on  January  2nd. 

The  mean  temperature  for  the  year  at  Newport  was 
507,  and  at  Totland  Bay  50*4. 

January  was  mild  at  the  beginning  of  the  month, 
colder  and  dry  at  the  end  of  the  third  week,  and  very 
wet  at  the  end  of  the  mouth.  4'54in.  of  rain  fell  at 
Newport,  and  3‘69in.  at  Totland  Bay. 
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February  was  another  wet  month,  with  much  wind  and 
little  sun.  During  the  last  week  it  was  colder  and  there 
was  more  sunshine.  3'86in.  of  rain  fell  at  Newport, 
3'23in.  at  Ryde,  and  3‘iSin.  at  Totland  Bay. 

March  was  drier,  there  was  little  sunshine,  and  it  was 
cold.  What  little  wind  there  was  came  from  the  N.  and 
E.  i '44m.  of  rain  fell  at  Newport,  '9301.  at  Ryde,  and 
1 '56m.  at  Totland  Bay. 

April  on  the  whole  was  a  beautiful  spring  month,  wet 
and  squally  at  the  beginning,  then  warm  and  dry. 
There  was  no  frost  in  the  Isle  of  Wight.  The  mean 
temperature  during  the  month  was  as  high  as  50^0  at 
Newport,  and  4943  at  Totland  Bay.  The  hawthorn  was 
in  bloom  on  the  25th  in  the  Undercliff  and  on  the  30th 
at  Totland  Bay.  x '52111.  of  rain  fell  at  Newport,  i‘03in. 
at  Ryde,  and  i*i6in.  at  Totland  Bay. 

May  was  a  cloudy  wet  month  with  dry  days  and 
occasionally  brilliant  sunshine.  On  the  whole  it  was 
mild  and  there  was  a  great  abundance  of  blossom. 
3'6iin.  of  rain  fell  at  Newport  on  15  days,  3'42in.  at 
Ryde,  and  3-i9in.  at  Totland  Bay  on  17  days. 

June  was  a  fine,  warm,  beautiful  month  on  the  whole, 
but  at  the  beginning  of  the  second  week  there  were  cold 
winds  which  affected  the  fruit.  The  mean  temperature 
for  the  month  was  59^4  at  Newport,  and  57^4  at  Totland 
Bay.  '85m.  of  rain  fell  at  Newport,  '88in.  at  Ryde,  and 
■7301.  at  Totland  Bay. 

July  was  a  magnificent  summer  month  with  brilliant 
sunshine  after  the  first  two  or  three  days  until  the  last 
days,  after  the  24th,  when  it  became  showery.  '74m.  °f 
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rain  fell  at  Newport,  roin.  at  Ryde,  and  i^Sin.  at 
Totland  Bay. 

Angus/  was  a  beautiful  month  with  bright  sunshine 
and  hot  days  tempered  by  cool  winds  and  showers. 
2'52in.  of  rain  fell  at  Newport,  2’38in.  at  Ryde,  and 
2’/4in.  at  Totland  Bay. 

September  was  another  beautiful  summer  month  with 
dry  atmosphere,  little  wind,  and  showers  on  half  the  days. 
The  third  week  was  brilliant.  2'49in.  of  rain  fell  at 
Newport,  i‘93in.  at  Ryde,  and  2'83in.  at  Totland  Bay. 

October  was  a  pleasant  still  month,  the  summer  being 
prolonged  through  it  until  near  its  end.  2’52in.  of  rain 
fell  at  Newport,  2'i5in.  at  Ryde,  and  2'33in.  at  Totland 
Bay. 

November  was  a  remarkable  month.  It  was  mild  and 
calm,  but  dull  with  intervening  sunny  days,  until  the 
middle  of  the  last  week  when  winter  supervened  with 
strange  suddenness,  and  on  the  night  of  the  26th — 27th 
the  temperature  was  the  lowest  of  the  year,  20'i  at 
Newport,  and  28-o  at  Totland  Bay.  i'32in.  of  rain  fell  at 
Newport,  i’i8in.  at  Ryde,  and  i'34in.  at  Totland  Bay. 

December  was  wet,  and  mild,  and  gloomy  the  first  week, 
then  colder  and  raw,  the  temperature  falling  to  26^9  at 
Newport  on  the  9th,  then  it  became  mild  during  the 
third  week,  and  colder,  with  fog,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
fourth  week.  3‘9oin.  of  rain  fell  at  Newport,  3'2oin.  at 
Ryde,  and  3'i6in.  at  Totland  Bay. 

The  rainfall  in  the  centre  of  your  District  in  1904  was 
only  '46  below  the  mean  rainfall  of  twenty  years,  and 
only  ‘54'n.  below  the  mean  of  the  last  ten  years.  As  I 
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have  not  continuous  records  of  the  rainfall  in  other  parts 
of  the  Isle  of  Wight  I  cannot  compare  the  rainfall  of 
1904  with  the  mean  ;  but  the  topography  of  the  Island 
would  seem  to  suggest  that  there  are  considerable 
variations  for  such  a  small  area. 

I  have  been  asked  by  those  who  have  every  right  to 
enquire,  in  what  manner  the  summary  of  meteorological 
records  printed  with  my  Annual  Reports  can  possibly 
be  of  benefit  to  the  public  health  of  your  District.  My 
reply  must  be,  that  the  Local  Government  Board  Orders 
command  me  to  interest  myself  with  everything  which 
may  either  in  the  present  or  in  the  future,  directly  or 
indirectly,  affect  the  interests  of  the  public  health.  We 
have  always  to  bear  in  mind  that  we  are  trustees  for  the 
future.  We  know  that  the  “weather”  affects  the 
interests  of  the  public  health,  using  the  expression  in  the 
broadest  sense,  but  we  cannot  draw  definite  conclusions 
from  the  observations  of  a  few  years.  The  observations 
recorded  through  a  long  series  of  years  will  be  of  infinite 
assistance  in  the  future,  and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  the 
duty  of  sanitary  authorities  to  hand  on  to  the  future  all 
the  information  which  is  likely  to  benefit  the  generations 
which  are  to  come.  Already  something  is  being  done  in 
an  elementary  way ;  and  within  certain  limits  and  within 
a  definite  area,  what  was  supposed  to  be  facts  have  been 
proved  from  the  records  to  be  such.  For  example,  it  is 
proved  that  “crimes  of  violence  and  bad  conduct  in 
school  and  in  prison  are  due  to  excessive  vitality 
imperfectly  controlled,  and  their  frequency  is  increased 
by  whatever  conditions  of  weather  increase  vitality; 
while  illness,  insanity,  and  death  result  from  deficient 
vitality,  and  work  greater  havoc  when  depressing  atmos¬ 
pheric  conditions  prevail.” 
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3.  THE  SANITARY  STATE  OF  THE 
DISTRICT  GENERALLY  AT  THE  END  OF 
THE  YEAR. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  but  little  notifiable 
epidemic  disease  in  your  District. 

Cases  of  Diphtheria  were  isolated  at  Binstead  and 
Horsebridge  Hill. 


A  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  convalescing  at  Horring- 
ford  railway  station,  Arreton. 

An  imported  case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  convalescing 
at  the  Royal  National  Hospital  for  Consumption  at 
St.  Lawrence. 

Cases  of  Chicken-pox  were  occurring  at  Chale  and 
Bembridge. 

Although  Measles  had  died  down  there  were  cases  in 
isolated  places  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Mumps  was  rather  prevalent  in  the  centre  of  the  Island 
and  more  particularly  in  the  south  central  districts. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  easternmost  of  the  Isle 
of  Wight  watering  places,  Bembridge,  at  the  end  of  many 
years  has  been  described  in  my  Annual  Reports,  but 
never  with  greater  satisfaction  than  now.  More  than 
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twenty  years  ago  there  was  an  unflushed  sewer,  a 
constant  source  of  nuisance  and  complaint,  which  drained 
some  of  the  houses,  and  as  to  the  others,  their  sewage 
discharged  through  leaking  cesspits  into  the  gravel  from 
which  a  few  wells,  usually  dry  for  three  or  four  months 
in  a  year,  gave  an  inadequate  and  dangerous  water 
supply.  Filth  and  refuse  nuisances  were  universal. 

This  condition  of  things  obtained  for  years,  with 
occasional  amelioration,  and  again  and  again  was  the 
description  of  Bembridge  at  the  end  of  the  year 
re-written  and  modified,  lest  people  should  be  afraid  to 
visit  it  and  the  place  be  ruined.  At  the  end  of  1904 
measures  were  being  taken  to  extend  the  flushed  sewer 
wherever  needed,  to  provide  an  abundant  supply  of 
purest  water  from  the  Bagshot  Sands  by  the  most 
modern  methods,  and  with  another  supply  in  reserve 
from  the  Bembridge  limestone  ;  and  Bembridge  is 
regularly  scavenged.  Eleven  new  houses  were  erected 
and  additions  were  made  to  three  of  the  existing  houses  in 
1904,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  five  new  houses  were 
in  course  of  construction. 

The  next  town,  the  ancient  borough  and  port  of  H  ading 
Brading,  had  also,  more  than  twenty  years  ago,  an 
unflushed  sewer,  constructed  to  abate  a  nuisance  which 
still  continued  and  which  remained  for  many  years  after. 

Filth  nuisances  of  every  description  existed.  The  water 
supply  was  derived  from  public  wells  in  the  main 
thoroughfare,  and  still  is,  but  not  in  the  same  number, 
for  one  after  another  they  had  to  be  closed  as  they 
became  palpably  polluted.  People  who  could  allow 
their  port  to  be  taken  away  from  them  and  their  oversea 
trade  to  be  destroyed  without  a  struggle,  were  not 
likely  to  trouble  about  their  sanitary  well-being,  but  at 
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the  end  of  the  year  they  are  awaiting  the  decision  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  as  to  whether  they  are  to  have 
an  independent  water  supply  from  the  river  Yar,  which 
they  have  consented  to  receive.  But  the  Brading  of  the 
past  is  not  the  Brading  of  to-day,  for  it  is  scavenged,  its 
sewage  beds  are  attended  to,  and  part  of  the  sewer  is 
flushed.  Two  houses  were  built  at  Brading  in  1904. 

The  sanitary  significance  of  the  small  hamlet  of 
Yaverland  is,  that  with  dairying  of  some  impoi'tance 
there  is  a  very  inadequate  water  supply. 

Adgestone,  about  a  mile  from  Brading,  is  a  scattered 
hamlet,  the  sanitary  condition  of  which  has  altered  but 
little  in  twenty  years.  The  principal  change  has  con¬ 
sisted  of  the  gradual  evolution  of  a  public  well  by  the 
wayside  from  a  dip  hole  to  a  dip  well,  which  having  been 
reconstructed,  a  pump  was  affixed.  There  should  be  a 
more  adequate  water  supply. 

The  next  hamlet  up  the  valley  of  the  Yar  is  Alverstone. 
It  has  surface  wells  and  cesspit  drainage. 

The  site  of  the  Ryde  waterworks  is  at  Knighton,  and 
the  water  is  supplied  to  some  of  the  houses.  It  should 
be  made  available  for  all  of  them,  both  in  Knighton  and 
Lower  Knighton. 

The  tiny  hamlet  of  Langbridge  has  its  water  supply 
from  the  Apse  main  by  way  of  Newchurch. 

The  typical  rural  village  of  Newchurch  has  now 
abundant  wholesome  water,  which  should  be  laid  to  every 
house.  There  were  more  houses  connected  with  the 
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main  at  the  end  of  the  year  than  hitherto.  The  filth 
nuisances  of  the  place  were  little  in  evidence.  Two  houses 
were  built  in  the  parish  during  the  year,  and  two  additions 
were  made  to  other  houses. 

Apse  Heath,  a  collection  of  houses  on  the  Sandown  Apse  Heath, 
and  Newport  road,  has  its  water  supply  and  is  sewered, 
the  sewage  being  disposed  of  by  irrigation.  With  such 
stimuli  to  building  Apse  Heath  is  likely  to  increase. 

A  collection  of  cottages,  known  as  Whitely  Bank,  Whitely 
between  Apse  Heath  and  Wroxall,  and  comparatively1’11^' 
near  the  latter,  having  surface  wells  and  cesspits,  will,  it 
is  to  be  hoped,  be  reached  by  the  Wroxall  water  main  in 
time. 

The  urban  village  of  Wroxall  situated  on  the  upper  Wroxall. 
waters  of  a  tributary  of  the  Yar,  stands  on  the  Gault 
clay.  It  has  an  excellent  water  supply,  which  has 
improved  it  greatly  in  a  sanitary  sense.  It  drains 
unobtrusively  into  the  stream.  L,ess  filth  would  pass 
into  it  if  Wroxall  were  scavenged.  When  it  is  sewered 
the  sewage  will  be  subjected  to  bacterial  treatment,  and 
the  effluent  will  be  further  purified  by  irrigation  before  it 
is  discharged  into  the  stream. 

I  refer  you  to  my  remarks  on  p.  61  of  my  last  Annual 
Report  on  the  vexed  question  of  the  pollution  of  the 
stream  at  Wroxall.  You  have  greatly  reduced  the  bulk 
of  the  sewage  which  finds  its  way  to  the  stream  there, 
and  only  recently  you  have  had  the  subject  under 
consideration;  but,  as  I  have  so  often  pointed  out,  the 
Yar  is  polluted  almost  from  its  sources,  and  I  do  not 
think  you  can  make  it  less  so.  I  know  natural  purifica- 
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tion  goes  on  as  the  river  flows  by  means  of  the  microbic 
life  it  contains,  and  that  the  volume  of  water  is  very 
large ;  but,  as  I  said  last  year,  your  position  with  relation 
to  this  river  will  be  entirely  changed  if  the  Local 
Government  Board  should  sanction  your  proposal  to 
supply  a  section  of  your  District  from  it. 

Bonchurch  is  scavenged,  and  has  water  from  the 
Ventnor  supply,  but  it  is  not  sewered.  Years  ago  a 
Local  Government  Board  Inquiry  was  held  upon  the 
subject  of  sewerage,  when  it  was  decided  it  would  be 
inadvisable  to  sewer  it  as  it  has  an  independent  water 
supply.  It  is  drained,  as  the  whole  of  the  Undercliff  is ; 
but  you  have  been  able  to  close  all  wells  and  the 
public  tap,  which  was  a  menace  to  the  public  health. 

Many  of  the  houses  in  the  Undercliff  are  supplied  with 
water  from  wells,  some  from  reservoirs  filled  from  the 
Upper  Greensand.  Yon  will  renew  your  efforts  to  obtain 
an  independent  supply  for  the  whole  of  St.  Lawrence, 
and  this  may  be  extended  to  the  Whitwell  section.  The 
proposed  Niton  supply  will  be  carried  to  the  Undercliff. 
Four  houses  were  built  at  St.  Lawrence  in  1904. 

The  independent  water  supply  to  the  clay  village  of 
Whitwell  and  the  hamlets  of  Nettlecombe  and  Southford 
has  been  largely  increased  by  your  action.  Filth 
nuisances  were  not  in  evidence  at  the  end  of  the  year  in 
Whitwell  to  any  extent.  A  new  house  was  added  to  it 
during  the  year. 

Niton,  another  clay  village,  is  badly  in  want  of  water. 
It  drains  into  cesspits,  or  pail  closets  are  used,  and  as  it 
is  not  scavenged  the  stream,  as  it  passes  through  the 
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village,  is  the  receptacle  for  its  filth.  A  house  was  added 
to  Niton  during  the  year. 

The  ancient  and  formerly  important  village  of  Godshill  Godshill. 
obtains  it  water  from  shallow  wells  in  cultivated  gardens. 

These  are  less  dangerous  than  formerly,  as  pails  have 
been  substituted  for  the  privy  midden ;  but  it  needs  a 
water  supply  badly.  It  was  a  place  of  filth  nuisances 
until  you  substituted  drain  pipes  for  open  gutters,  and  so 
practically  constructed  an  irregular  system  of  sewerage. 

The  hamlet  of  Merstone  does  not  change  much  from  Mentone, 
year  to  year.  Water  is  obtained  from  surface  wells,  which 
is  unsatisfactory  having  regard  especially  to  the  dairying 
industry  of  the  place.  Pails  have  been  substituted 
for  cesspits  very  generally.  A  house  was  enlarged  at 
Merstone  during  the  year. 

The  description  of  the  sanitary  state  of  Arreton  does  Arreton. 
not  change  much  from  year’s  end  to  year’s  end :  but 
looking  back  ten  or  fifteen  years  Arreton  is  by  com¬ 
parison  a  clean  place,  which  has  largely  increased  in  the 
number  of  houses  and  population,  Although  in  less 

volume,  its  filth  passes  into  the  stream,  that  is  to  say, 

into  the  Yar,  however,  and  into  the  subsoil  from  which 
its  water  supply  is  obtained.  The  old  quasi  public  well 
by  the  wayside  was  closed  some  years  back  because  it 
was  seriously  contaminated  with  grave  yard  drainage. 

The  description  of  Blackwater  at  the  end  of  each  recent  Blackwater. 
year — as  for  example  of  1902  given  on  pp.  65  and  66  of 
my  Annual  Report  for  that  year — applies  still.  In  dry 

seasons  the  wells  in  the  lower  river  gravel  give  out,  and 

people  at  Blackwater  and  between  it  and  Shide  are  at  the 
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risk  of  drinking  from  more  unsatisfactory  sources  than 
the  gravel,  into  which  the  contents  of  cesspits  soak. 

The  part  of  Shide  in  your  District  is  supplied  with 
water  from  Newport.  The  cottages  near  the  bridge  pass 
their  filth  into  the  Medina.  It  has  been  found  imprac¬ 
ticable  to  drain  them  into  the  Newport  sewer. 

In  the  parish  of  Whippingham  as  Shide  is,  Fairlee  Road, 
just  outside  the  Newport  Borough  boundary  on  the  East 
Cowes  Road,  is  sewered  into  the  Newport  sewer,  and  has 
water  from  the  Carisbrooke  waterworks.  Fairlee  proper 
has  also  the  advantage,  in  a  clay  waterless  district,  of 
this  water,  from  the  main  which  carries  it  to  Whippingham 
and  Osborne. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  whole  of  the  clay  district 
bordering  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Medina  estuary, 
including  Fairlee  and  Whippingham,  is  entirely  changed 
by  its  independent  water  supply.  Even  Osborne  has 
depended  hitherto  upon  an  unsatisfactory  supply  from 
the  plateau  gravel  which  overlies  the  clay,  and  which 
would  not  have  been  ecjual  to  the  supply  of  the  millions 
of  gallons  of  water  now  used  there. 

So  far  as  it  goes,  that  is  to  say,  as  far  as  the  water  will 
rise,  and  it  will  rise  higher  than  was  calculated,  the  new 
water  supply  had  raised  the  sanitary  condition  at  the  end 
of  the  year  of  Staplers,  hitherto  dependent  upon  a 
precarious  and  unsatisfactory  supply  from  the  gravel  into 
which  the  contents  of  the  cesspits  soak. 

The  description  of  Wootton  in  my  Annual  Report  for 
I9°3’  PP-  85  and  86,  applies  generally  to  its  condition  at 


tlic  end  of  1904.  hut  it  is.  of  course,  enormously  improved 
by  the  new  water  supply  available  for  its  western  part. 

It  is  in  part  sewered  hut  not  scavenged.  The  reconstruc¬ 
tion  of  the  Red  Road  sewer  diverts  a  large  quantity 
of  the  sewage  formerly  discharged  below  the  bridge,  but 
the  outfalls  of  this  and  the  other  sewers  should  be 
carried  to  the  centre  of  the  creek.  The  water  of  the  so- 
called  private  water  supply  appears  to  be  becoming 
doubtful  in  quality.  Five  houses  were  erected  in 
Wootton  during  the  year,  and  additions  were  made  to 
three  of  the  old  houses. 

The  continuation  of  Wootton  to  the  east  of  the  bridge,  Kite  Hill, 
known  as  Kite  Hill,  receives  a  supply  of  water  from  the 
private  supply  alluded  to  and  from  the  Biustead  main. 

Fishbourne  should  have  a  regular  system  of  sewerage  Fishbourne. 
in  place  of  its  more  or  less  linked-up  surface  drains.  Its 
water  supply  forms  part  of  the  Biustead  system.  A  dairy 
place  was  in  a  terribly  insanitary  state  during  the  year  as 
the  result  of  want  of  systematic  inspection,  but  this  was 
remedied  at  the  end  of  the  year.  All  dairy  places  should 
be  connected  with  the  water  mains  where  available. 

The  considerable  village  of  Biustead,  just  beyond  the  Binstead. 
Ryde  boundary  on  the  east,  with  its  sewer  and  water 
supply,  was  much  in  the  same  sanitary  state  at  the  end 
of  the  year  as  at  the  end  of  1903.  As  I  have  already 
reported,  extensions  of  the  sewer  are  contemplated. 

Seven  houses  were  built  at  Binstead  in  the  course  of  the 
year,  and  three  were  in  course  of  construction.  It  is  not 
scavenged. 


Another  suburb  of  Ryde  to  the  south,  Hay 'lands,  has  Haylands. 
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water  supply  and  sewerage.  You  have  arranged  with 
the  Corporation  of  that  town,  who  collect  the  water  rents, 
to  contribute  to  the  laying  of  a  main  in  a  road  now  being 
built  upon,  which  will  be  a  financial  advantage  to  both 
Authorities.  All  wells  should  be  closed  in  Haylands. 
An  improvement  in  the  drainage  arrangements  in  School 
Lane  is  an  advance. 

The  wisdom  of  Ryde  in  not  seeking  to  annex  the 
populous  suburbs  under  your  jurisdiction  is  an  example 
to  some  of  the  other  towns  of  the  Island.  Their  working 
class  population  find  in  them  country  homes  with  large 
gardens  at  comparitively  small  rents  and  lower  rating ; 
and  many  of  their  more  wealthy  customers  are  tempted 
to  reside  in  their  neighbourhood  because  their  sanitary 
requirements  are  met,  and  they  have  no  sense  of  irritation 
with  reference  to  the  cost  of  local  administration.  I 
know  this  does  not  accord  with  current  theories,  but  in 
practice  it  makes  for  the  prosperity  of  such  towns  as 
those  of  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

About  two  miles  from  Ryde,  south  of  Haylands,  is 
Upton,  from  which  it  derives  the  bulk  of  its  milk  and 
dairy  supplies.  It  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Ryde 
main.  There  is  a  question  between  the  owner  of  some 
of  the  land  and  your  Authority  with  reference  to  certain 
houses  draining  into  the  stream  which  passes  through  it, 
a  matter  of  importance  because  dairy  cows  drink  from  it. 
Your  attitude  is  that  he  should  first  divert  the  sewage 
from  his  property  which  also  pollutes  it. 


Haven  Street.  As  descriptive  of  Haven  Street  at  the  end  of  the  year  I 
beg  to  repeat  what  I  said  in  my  last  Annual  Report. 
“The  sanitary  state  of  Haven  Street  is  completely 
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changed  by  its  water  supply,  which  should  he  laid  on  to 
every  house.  In  the  future  Haven  Street  will  need 
sewerage.  The  Parochial  Committees  of  Binstead  and 
Ashey  have  been  a  real  help  in  getting  their  respective 
parishes  placed  in  a  satisfactory  sanitary  condition  so  far 
as  it  goes.” 

West  Medene 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  sewer  at  Freshwater  was  Freshwater, 
nearing  completion.  This  important  work  which  will 
altogether  change  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  place,  and 
which  has  necessitated  a  very  large  expenditure,  is 
certainly  at  some  risk  from  the  possibility  of  the  sea 
breaking  in  at  Freshwater  (late.  The  erosion  of  the  land 
there  has  increased  very  rapidly,  and  on  this  account  the 
volume  of  water  which  enters  the  Bay  is  much  larger 
than  formerly,  and  its  force  in  storms  is  greater.  It  is 
not  always  remembered,  that  among  the  instruments  of 
erosion  are  the  pebbles,  with  which  the  sea  bombards  it ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  if  they  are  deposited  along  it  in 
sufficient  quantity,  they  not  only  receive  the  blows,  but  as 
they  accumulate  they  both  break  the  force  of  the  waves 
and  bar  them  at  greater  distance  from  the  land,  as,  for 
example,  near  the  highway  towards  the  east  of  Sandown 
Bay.  In  connection  with  this  subject,  although  it  is 
ordinarily  observed  that  bodies  lose  weight  in  water,  this 
fact  is  not  always  borne  in  mind  when  considering  the 
erosion  of  the  land.  As  each  stone  loses  weight  to  the 
extent  of  the  weight  of  a  volume  of  water  equal  to  its  bulk, 
the  sea  pounds  the  cliff  by  means  of  the  pebbles  it  carries 
with  greater  force  than  would  be  supposed  il  this  law  be 
not  borne  in  mind.  Until  the  chalk  cliff  is  further 
enormously  eroded  a  sufficient  quantity  of  flints  will  not 
be  provided  to  be  of  any  protective  significance;  it  would 
appear,  therefore,  to  be  necessary  to  construct  breakwaters 
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;it  the  entrance  to  the  Bay  at  a  cost  to  which  it  will  be 
impossible  for  the  rates  of  Freshwater  and  Totland 
to  contribute  more  than  a  very  limited  sum  for  the 
protection  of  the  joint  sewer.  The  rates  of  the  whole 
Island  will  contribute  through  you  as  the  Highways 
Authority,  an  1  the  County  Council  and  private  interests 
are  very  largely  concerned.  Yours,  however,  is  the 
greatest  responsibility.  If  Freshwater  had  the  much 
talked  of  urban  powers  such  an  undertaking  would  not 
be  within  its  capacity  for  many  years  to  come.  Freshwater 
is  scavenged.  It  has  an  independent  water  supply, 
unfortunately  in  the  hands  of  a  company,  which  will  not 
long  be  equal  to  its  necessities.  Twelve  houses  were 
built  in  1904. 

The  parish  of  Totland  is  situated  at  the  extreme  west 
of  the  Isle  of  Wight.  It  is  supplied  with  water  from 
both  the  Totland  and  the  Freshwater  Waterworks.  It  is 
sewered,  the  Avenue  district  in  connection  with  the 
Freshwater  system.  It  is  scavenged.  Thirteen  houses 
were  erected  during  the  year. 


The  town  of  Yarmouth,  separated  from  Freshwater  by 
the  estuary  of  the  western  Yar,  is  sewered,  scavenged, 
and  receives  its  water  from  the  Freshwater  Waterworks. 
It  is  time  the  wells  should  cease  to  be  sources  of  drinking 
water  in  Yarmouth.  Three  houses  were  built  in  1904. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Yarmouth,  Bouldnor-on-sea,  in  the 
parish  of  Shalfleet,  a  building  estate  which  does  not 
develop  rapidly,  is  also  supplied  with  water  from  the 
Freshwater  Waterworks. 

Another  building  estate,  Cranmore,  east  of  Bouldnor,  iti 
supplied  with  water  from  the  Shalfleet  parish  supply. 
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Wellow  and  Thorley  are  adjoining  hamlets,  which  not  Wellow  and 
so  long  since  had  an  evil  sanitary  reputation.  For 
agricultural  villages  they  are  fairly  clean,  but  whereas 
Wellow  has  the  Shalfleet  parish  water  supply,  Thorley 
obtains  its  water  from  surface  wells.  As  I  have  already 
reported,  as  soon  as  the  disputes  of  adjoining  land- 
owners  are  settled  you  will  continue  the  Shalfleet  water 
main  to  Thorley.  Two  cottages  were  built  at  Fee 
during  the  year. 

Probably  the  Shalfleet  water  supply  has  been  a  greater  Ningwood. 
blessing  to  Ningwood  than  to  any  place  in  the  parish. 

The  extension  of  the  main  to  Hampstead  is  practically 
settled,  and  dairy  places  as  well  as  private  residences, 
which  are  now  dependent  upon  unwholesome  water  from 
the  gravel,  from  which  it  disappears  rapidly  in  dry  seasons, 
will  have  an  abundant  supply  of  wholesome  water. 

It  is  only  necessary  to  read  the  descriptions  of  Newbridge. 
Newbridge  in  my  Annual  Reports  in  the  past  to  judge  of 
the  enormous  change  which  has  come  to  its  sanitary 
condition  by  reason  of  its  water  supply. 

The  parish  of  .Shalfleet  is  separated  from  the  parish  of  Shalfleet. 
Calbourne  by  the  Caulborne — the  cold  brook.  It  has 
been  from  this  brook,  which  gathered  the  sewage  of 
farmsteads  and  villages  as  it  flowed,  that  the  people  of 
Shalfleet  have  drunk  from  time  immemorial.  A  change 
has  taken  place,  and  for  the  first  time  Shalfleet  to  the 
west  of  the  stream  was  drinking  wholesome  water  at  the 
end  of  1904. 

Passing  over  the  “brook”  to  the  parish  of  Calbourne  Calbourne. 
and  to  the  village  of  Calbourne,  the  condition  of  which 
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was  the  same  as  at  the  end  of  recent  years,  we  note  the 
contrast  between  a  district  with  a  water  supply  and  one 
without  it.  This  difference  is  not  confined  to  sanitation, 
but  extends  to  agriculture  and  economics. 

One  cannot  but  sympathise  with  the  ratepayers  of  your 
District,  particularly  in  poor  agricultural  parishes  like 
Shalfleet  and  Calbourne,  whether  they  be  owners  or 
tenants,  but  one  sees  clearly  that  nothing  under  present 
conditions  ameliorates  poverty  in  a  rural  district  so  much 
as  an  independent  water  supply.  Even  if  there  had  been 
a  well,  the  economy  in  time  and  labour  in  drawing  water 
from  a  tap  if  reduced  to  figures  is  enormously  in  excess 
of  the  amount  paid  as  water  rent  and  water  rate;  and  the 
convenience  and  the  premium  on  insurance  against 
disease  cost  nothing.  But  if  in  a  clay  district  every 
drop  of  water  has  to  be  carted,  sometimes  for  weeks 
together  every  year,  long  distances,  even  miles,  from  a 
stream,  and  that  polluted,  and  the  money  saved  be 
calculated  it  will  be  found  that  it  is  equivalent  to  a 
considerable  reduction  of  rent. 

Shalfleet,  east  of  the  Caulborne ,  still  has  its  source  of 
water  supply  in  the  stream. 

It  was  not  good  policy  to  attempt  to  stave  off  an 
efficient  water  supply  in  Calbourne  by  providing  public 
wells,  but  that  at  Newtown  has  been  of  the  greatest 
benefit,  not  only  to  the  village  but  to  the  surrounding 
district. 

Porchfield  and  Dock’s  Green  are  dependent  upon 
rainwater  supplies,  but  the  well  at  Porchfield  provides 
water  for  drinking  to  many  of  the  inhabitants. 


The  Newport  water  main  extends  to  Gunville  and  Gunville  and 
Forest  vSide.  Tlie  Gunville  sewer  1ms  been  extended  1  "  1  '  ' 
and  further  extensions  are  in  contemplation.  The 
sanitary  condition  of  Gunville  has  completely  changed 
for  the  better.  It  had  three  new  houses  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 


The  water  supply  of  the  Workhouse  is  derived  from  a  The 
deep  well  and  a  bore  hole  to  the  Bagshot  Sands.  It  ' 
drains  into  a  cesspit,  the  overflow  of  which  passes  to  the 
estuary  of  the  Medina. 


It  would  be  satisfactory  if  the  Newport  water  main  Dodnor  and 
iii  ii-  i  •  T  i  t  Dodnor  Lan 

could  be  extended  to  the  dairy  places  m  Dodnor  Fane 
and  to  Dodnor. 


The  Barracks  and  Prison  are  drained  by  a  joint  Parkhurst 
system,  the  sewage  being  treated  and  carried  to  pre-  parkhurst1"1 
cepitating  tanks,  the  effluent  passing  to  the  estuary  of 1,|lson- 
the  Medina.  They  are  supplied  independently  with 
water  from  the  Carisbrooke  Waterworks.  New  barracks 
have  been  built  in  substitution  for  the  unwholesome 
buildings  which,  until  recently,  housed  the  troops. 

A  great  change  has  taken  place  at  the  Cement  Works  The  Medina 
in  recent  years,  both  by  reason  of  the  abatement  of  the  yv^s"1 
smoke  nuisance,  and  the  water  supply  from  the  North- 
wood  main. 


The  Horsebridge  Hill  district,  including  Noke  Com¬ 
mon,  is  supplied  from  the  North  wood  water  main.  The 
Horsebridge  Hill  nuisances  have  practically  disappeared, 
by  carrying  the  sewage  through  pipes  instead  of  open 
gutters  to  irrigate  a  large  meadow  on  the  east  side.  The 
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outfall  requires  periodic  attention,  as  a  nuisance  from  it 
is  often  perceptible  at  the  Prison. 

The  hamlet  of  Marks  Corner  came  about  by  people 
squatting  on  what  was  then  a  remote  part  of  the  once 
extensive  Parkhurst  Forest.  Wooden  shanties  were 
converted  into  mud  hovels,  which  are  passing  into  brick 
cottages.  As  it  has  a  water  supply  now,  every  house 
should  be  connected  with  it,  for  neither  the  surface  well 
water  nor  the  stored  rainwater  can  be  held  to  be  whole¬ 
some  or  sufficient  in  presence  of  such  a  supply. 

There  are  many  hamlets  in  the  parish  of  Northwood 
and  collections  of  houses,  more  or  less  scattered,  with 
definite  designations,  such  as  Wyatt’s  Lane,  Pallance 
Lane,  Tinker’s  Lane  (Pallance  Road),  Rew  Street, 
Furzyhurst,  Medham,  Werrar,  to  which  the  water  supply 
is  available,  and  the  conditions  redressed  by  it  are  not 
realised  now,  and  the  trouble  and  preventible  sickness  of 
the  past  are  forgotten.  Two  new  houses  at  Medham  and 
two  new  houses  in  Pallance  Lane  represent  the  increase 
in  the  more  rural  part  of  Northwood  during  the  year. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  Gurnard  with  its  water 
supply  and  sewers  shows  improvement  at  the  end  of 
each  year;  but  complaints  are  still  made,  and  there  are 
still  defects  to  be  remedied,  among  which  are  the 
unsanitary  schools.  The  Education  Committee  are 
about  to  build  new  schools  on  an  excellent  site.  Four 
houses  were  added  to  Gurnard  in  1904. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  Carisbrooke  was  good, 
speaking  generally,  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  sewer 
has  been  extended  in  Gunville  Lane,  and  other  works 
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of  sewerage  are  in  contemplation.  Carisbrooke  is 
scavenged  and  lia s  a  water  supply.  It  is  desirable  that 
the  dairy  places  with  unwholesome  water  in  the  parish 
of  Carisbrooke  should  be  reached  either  by  the  extension 
of  the  Calbourne  or  the  Carisbrooke  mains. 

The  want  of  Chillerton  and  Gatcombe,  purely  agri-  Chillerton 
cultural  villages,  is  the  proper  adaptation  of  the  Upper  ‘(l|'^conibe 
Greensand  water,  which  flows  through  them,  for  supply 
to  the  houses.  You  realise  your  responsibilities  in  this 
matter,  and  especially  as  regards  the  dairy  farms,  and 
if  you  could  do  as  you  wish  such  a  supply  would  be 
provided  forthwith.  A  house  was  built  at  Gatcombe 
in  1904. 

More  houses  are  connected  with  the  Chale  water  main  Chaleand 
than  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year.  Two  houses  were 
built  at  Blackgang  during  the  year. 

A  water  supply  for  Atherfield  is  badly  needed.  Atherfield. 
Dairying  cannot  be  conducted  in  a  wholesome  manner 
without  abundance  of  wholesome  water,  which  is  not 
available  at  Atherfield. 

Shorwell  is  no  exception  to  the  other  clay  villages,  Shorwell. 
the  filth  of  which  passes  into  the  stream,  the  water  of 
which  is  in  great  volume,  and  being  polluted,  almost 
from  its  source,  is  not  fit  to  drink.  The  principal  supply 
for  drinking  is  from  a  well  at  the  north  of  the  village, 
and  from  a  pipe  by  the  roadside  on  the  south  of  it,  which 
leads  from  the  spring.  But  beyond  the  village  wholesome 
water  is  badly  needed,  and  if  you  are  blocked  by  want 
of  sense  of  most  serious  responsibility  in  one  direction 
you  must  find  it  in  another.  liven  if  you  have  to  lay  a 
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mile  of  unremunerative  main,  your  experience  teaches 
you  that  a  gravitation  supply  is  the  most  economical  in 
the  end. 


Useful  though  it  has  proved,  the  water  supply  of 
Limerstone  is  not  satisfactory,  and  should  you  take 
water  from  Limerstone  for  the  supply  of  Shorwell  you 
will  give  it  a  better  one. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  care  exercised,  much  of  the 
sewage  and  filth  of  Brighstone,  as  of  the  other  clay 
villages  in  your  District,  pass  to  the  stream  ;  a  serious 
matter,  as  dairy  cows  drink  from  it  as  it  flows  through 
the  meadows.  It  was  far  more  serious  when  the 
population  drank  from  it,  as  at  Brighstone  a  few  years 
ago,  before  it  had  its  water  supply.  This  has  been 
gradually  extended  to  the  outlying  district  and  beyond 
the  parish  on  the  west.  At  the  end  of  the  year  its 
extension  to  Chilton  was  being  discussed.  The  obstacle 
was  some  petty  money  consideration,  as  usual,  quite  out 
of  proportion  to  the  importance  of  the  object  and  the 
benefit  to  be  conferred. 

The  hamlets — Mottistone,  Hulverstone,  and  Brooke — 
which  lie  to  the  west,  between  the  parish  of  Brighstone 
and  the  parish  of  Freshwater,  are  supplied  independently 
from  the  Upper  Greensand  at  Brooke.  Beyond  the 
places  reached  by  the  Brooke  main,  the  farms  and 
cottages  are  supplied  by  piping  water  directly  from  the 
Greensand  in  the  neighbourhood. 

You  possess  bye-laws  for  new  buildings,  for  dairies, 
cowsheds,  and  milkshops,  and  for  slaughterhouses;  and 
you  have  regulations  for  house  connections  with  sewers 
and  water  mains. 
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As  far  as  possible  the  letter  of  your  bye-laws  should 
be  adhered  to,  and  there  should  lie  uniformity  of  method 
throughout  your  District.  In  your  engineering  work 
especially  there  should  be  standardisation,  so  to  speak, 
of  apparatus.  There  would  have  been  greater  economy 
if  there  had  been  firmer  control  in  the  past  in  these 
matters.  One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  in  connection 
with  building  bye-laws  is  drainage,  particularly  in 
populous  districts,  and  certainly  the  legislature  ought  to 
give  a  more  satisfactory  definition  of  a  sewer  than  that 
which  is  held  to  exist.  Having  once  departed  from  the 
letter  of  the  law  you  have  thought  you  decide  every  case 
upon  its  merits.  Of  course  this  is  not  so  in  reality,  and  in 
the  end  you  will  find  you  will  have  to  insist  upon  the 
letter  of  your  bye-law  or  permit  combined  drainage  if 
the  builders  wish,  Another  difficulty  in  connection 
with  your  building  bye-laws  is  the  application  of  them 
universally,  as  well  in  rural  places  as  in  places  growing 
into  towns.  What  may  be  called  the  sanitary  require  - 
ments,  such  as  concreting  the  site  on  which  the  building 
actually  stands,  to  prevent  the  entry  to  the  house  of 
ground  air,  must  be  the  same;  but  requirements,  the 
object  of  which  is  to  prevent  the  spread  of  fire,  and  the 
like,  cannot  be  so  important  in  an  isolated  house  in  the 
country  as  in  a  town.  You  have  no  latitude,  but  I  do 
not  think  you  would  have  a  roofing  of  thatch  or  heather 
stripped  from  a  summer-house  placed  within  a  certain 
number  of  feet  of  a  dwelling  away  in  the  country,  and  a 
corrugated  iron  roof  substituted.  In  your  District  it 
would  be  difficult  to  define  the  boundaries  of  areas  in 
which  one  or  other  of  two  sets  of  bye-laws,  one  more 
stringent  than  the  other,  should  operate. 


In  my  last  Annual  Report,  pp.  76 — 78,  I  referred  to 
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other  matters  which  apply  to  the  whole  of  your  District, 
and  which  have  to  do  in  part  with  administration.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  repeat  my  remarks,  but  I  may  say  it 
was  not  my  intention  to  suggest  your  District  is  not 
progressing.  You  know  full  well  this  would  be 
impossible  from  me  when  evidence  to  the  contrary  exists 
in  every  part  of  it.  To  point  to  insanitary  conditions  in 
rural  districts  near  or  remote  from  the  Isle  of  W  ight 
which  your  predecessors  and  you  remedied  in  yours  long 
ago,  as  evidence  that  so  long  as  you  keep  ahead  of  others 
criticism  is  out  of  place,  does  not  appeal  to  me,  however. 

A  standard  of  perfection  is  the  only  standard  a  sanitary 
authority  and  its  officers  should  place  before  themselves  ; 
and  a  sense  of  honour  would  demand,  if  obligation  to 
obey  the  law  did  not,  that  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  at  least, 
to  which  its  visitors  bring  material  prosperity,  such 
a  standard  should  obtain.  But  this  standard  must 
necessarily  involve  constant  criticism,  if  any  near 
approach  to  it  is  to  be  realised,  criticism  which  does  not 
involve  reproach,  but  is  rather  of  the  nature  of  kindly 
direction  and  assistance.  Without  it,  whether  it  has  come 
from  within  your  Council  or  beyond  it,  such  great 
advances  as  you  have  made  in  the  interest  of  the  public 
health  would  not  have  been  secured  to  the  people. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Carisbrooke. 


J.  GROVES. 


